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HE Reader will ke, from 
1 the Date of the follow- 
| ing Letter, that it was written _ 
_ "conſiderable Time ago.. From 
which Circumftance He will pro- 
| bably conclude, that it was not 
intended for Publication. „ 
Congectute, - which 4s perke: ty 
: Juſt. The ublication i is owing to 
the 7 27 57 "honourable Perſonage, 
WhO 5 en though it Would 
ee and e, his Pay ers, 
N uthor is not allowed to 
Dat 1 La dy ſhip TD. 
mands, whi C 8 05 1 of 
no Excuſe, drew the Remarks 
from his Pen; and her Deſire, 


9 which with Him will always 


| 1 2 ve 
: by. 8 2 7 1 F Ne p 


—— nggr 


rr 


t ruin 2 e hin t He Ip heſt Plea- 
ſure, if, while He is paying the 
Debt 1 Obedience and Grati- 
tude to a noble . E 
ſupport the Dignity of the Di 
455 Word; ES, s ts E cer, 
and promote its Study among 
Men. Becauſe then, He may rea- 
e, to promote e e bej 
f his LE wh 3 


+ x 


10 I 


25 44 8 $659 


8 you v was pleaſed to aſl my Orbe, 
concerning LoRx D BoLiNGBROKE'S 
Remarks on the Scriptural Hiſtory, 
I have procured the Book; have pe- 
" rufed what relates to the Subject; 
od ſubmit to your Judgment, the Thoughts 
which occurred. Aſſuring your Ladyſhip, that, 
though many might diſcuſs the Point, much more 
clearly and ſatisfactorily, than the Perſon you fa- 
voured with your Commands; yet, no one can 
think it a greater Honour to receive Fe; or a 

SAP? Pleaſure to execute them. | 


ee The Old Teſtament, it is 1 is no 
4c ſufficient Foundation for Chronology from the 
Beginning of Time.” t—To enter upon the 
' Niceties of Chronology, would, perhaps, be too 
difficult a Refearch ; at leaſt, it would require 
from your Ladyſhip a more " painful Attention, 
than I ſhould chuſe to occaſion by any of my Let- 
ters. And I very frankly own, that I am by no 
means Maſter of the Argument, nor equal to the 
F Taſk. Others, I don't doubt, whofe Inclination 
haas diſpoſed, and whoſe Genius has fitted them 
for this particular Stud ly, will undertake to decide 
te Queſtion ; ; and give the Honour, where the 
f Honour! is due. — This, however, from a very 
MM 5 tee - -» oi ſcanty 
| | "+ See Lord Bolingbroke's Letters, on the Study and 
' vie of , Vol. I. Page 98. | 


Annals. 
out by the Lives of ten eminent Patriarchs.— 
From the Flood, we may proceed to that glorious 


thy Seed. ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſ- 


Prom thence, to the Bui 
Temple; which was an illuſtrious Type || of that 


_ the Ae Monarch. From thence, to the 


0 1 Gen. 


2 


ſcanty Survey of the Caſe, I cat ealily diſcern 3 
That the Chronologer will no where find ſuch me- 

morable Events, for fixing his Eras; nor ſuch ear- 
ly and ſub/tantial Aids, for computing his Time; 
as from the Moſaic Monuments, and-.the ſacred 


From the Beg inning of the World to the Flood, 
we have an 22 radation of Time, marked 


Promiſe of a Redeemer, made to Abraham; In 


I Ep: 


i 


* 


d. From this Promiſe, to the miraculous De- 


iveratice of the 1/razlites from ee Bondage. 
din 


of Solomon's. 
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divine Perſon, in whom dwells all the Fulneſs 1 
magnificent Structure, to the Demolition of it by 
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40 
Jometaxe 5 3 Pt the e ah, the Aaron's or y 
other E pocha. 1. | 


hut the Hiſtory of the O Teſtimenti is 08 
4: more neceſſary to be known, and much more ea- 
= F to be underſtood. Yet this, my Lord ſuggeſts, 


d. s nota complete Hiſtory of the firſt Ages. We 
4 37 allow the Suggeſtion. It neither is, nor has Ma- 


XZ terials for, a complete univerſal Hiſtory, Tt 32 
tends to nothing more, than to relate the Affaits 


4 | 1 of one particular Family; in which the Church of 
E 800 was to ſubſiſt, and from which the SA VI. 
. _ OUR of Mn was to ſpring, Nevertheleſs, fo 
2 =: f 
e. many collateral Ineidents are touched” upon; ſo: 
„ wa Branches of this main Stream ate otccaſid- 
4 nally purſued; as preſent Us with a Collection of 


the moſt antient, the moſt cur ibus, and moſt F< 
gructive Facts. 

HFlere, we are brouglit acquainted with the 7M 
n of the World, and the Formation of Man.“ 
The Origin of Evil, both natural and moral, is 
_ difcovered in the F all of our firſt Parents; and the 

& Diſpleaſure of GOD againſt Sin is manifeſted, by 
the Waters of a genera Deluge. —Here, we ſee 
the Preſervation of our Species in the Ark, and: 
Re- peopling of the Earth by Næahb; the Inventi- 
on of polite Arts, and the Riſe of uſeful Manu- 
factures; & the Eſtabliſhment of Nations, and the 
Founders of their principal OO +. Not to 
9 4 add; 


* Pag. 83. f Gen. iv. 21. 5 Gen. iv. 20. 22. 

＋ Gen. Chap. x., Which, though. but little adverted 

to, is the nobleſt Piece of gtograbbical Antiquity, extant. 

in the World. It ſhews Us, how the whole Earth, 
from the three Sons of Noah, was overſpread, inba- 
bited, and * It diſcovers the true 3 
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are 


S add; chat theſe Records are th 
Wich, the Charter of our Suat, 
Creatures is preſerved; and the original Draught 
of the Covenant of Grace , depoſited Here 
then, may we not challenge any, or all the Books, 
Written in every Language under Heaven? What 
Memoirs go /o far back into Antiquity ? What 

Memoirs are /o intere/ting to all Mankind ? Had 
they been tranſmitted to us by any Grecian or Ro- 
man Author, how would they have been admired 
and valued | How laviſhly, and indeed how juſt 
4 913 Excelleney of theſe Writings (and pe- 


£ . 


. culiar to theſe alone) is, That they not only reach 


. backward, as far as the very Birth of Things; 
but proceed forwards, even into the remotęſt Fu- 
turity, They foretold the Ruin of Babylon, 7 the 
. Hobleſt, the beſt fortified, and moſt commodiouſly 
ſituated, Metropolis in the Univerſe. Who ſaid, 
and no one would have ſuſpected it to be a vain 
. Boaſt, . I hall be a Lady for ever. | Yet, the 
. Scriptures pronounced her utter De/trudtion ; 8 
and ſpecified the Perſon, who ſhould bring about 
this great Cataſtrophe. —— They pointed out the 
Place of his Abode.*—— They deſcribed him, by 
. ſeveral d:tinguiſhing Circumſtances. f. They 


5 "0 4 \ 


of the ſeveral Nations; about which, profane Au- 


* 


* thors either ſay nothing ar all, or elſe ſay what is chi 


merical, precarious, falſe. „55 
Gen. j. 28. f Gen fi 18, f [faiab 
iii. 19 Kc. xvi. 23, 24. | Iſalah xlvli. 7. 
J Iſaiah xiii, 19, 20, &c. Iſaiah xvi. 23, 24. 


. [ſajab xlvi. 11. | 


— 


- + That He ſhould beſiege and take the moſt impreg- 
nable of Cities, Ifaiah xlv. 1, 2.——That He ſhould 
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5 J | with a View to aggrandize their Nation, or to ahſ- 
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culatized'the,.Genius of his warnt Enters - 
mentioned his very Name. 
All this, ſome undreds of Years, before the 
Event took Place, or the Conqueror was born. 
They foretold the Ræjection and Calamities of 
the diſobedient eus; who are the chief SubjeRt 
of their Hiſtory. (And this, ſurely, could not be 


boy 4. OR £25 
4 y 2 R 
£ b , 


oa +. * 
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1 e eee wer 
7 enrich himſelf with immenſe Spoik, Ifaizh, av, 4.—— 
That He ſhould not be a Tyrant, but a Shepherd to 
the captive Jeaus; ſhould releaſe them from their 


'F Captivity, and both permit and promote the Rebuild- 
ing of. their Temple, Iſaiah xliv. 28. LR 


1 He is called a be Bird, Iſaiah xtvi. 12 . De- 
noting his Speed, | Actiwity, and great Expedition. 
Which were more like the Flight of a biff ab 


; 5 Bird, (this is the exact Senſe of the original ty) than 


the March of an_Army with all its Encumbrances. 
This is acknowledged by Tigranet, in his fine expoſlu- 
latory Diſcourſe with Cyrus: Taxi , roauroy rig 
ur, t rogęo ber t A ouv row re, rg 
T&lov TW Tag EauT Jura alenoaclai. You fo far ex- 
ceed the King of Armenia in the Swiftneſs of your Mo- 
tions, that, before He could get together the few Forces 
quarteredin hisNeighbourhood, you are come from a diſtant 
2 and have ſurrounded Him with a large. Army. 
Xenoph. Cyro pœd. Lib. III Thus Alexander, whoſe 
Marches and whoſe Victories were almoſt incredibly 
ſwift, is beautifully and exactly charaderized by the 
Proph:t Daniel. As 1 was confidering, brhold! an H.- 
| goat came from the Weſt on the Face of the whole Earth, 
and touched not the Ground, Chap. viii. 5. No Ora- 
tor, with all the Powers of Language, could more 
beautifully have deſcribed the Rapidity and the Extent 
of the Macedonian Conqueſts. Nor could any Hiforian, 
though writing after the Accompliſhment' of the E- 
vents, have deſcribed them more c. 


F * N 


I Ifaiab xliv. 28. xlv. 1. 
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0 to 
wet: any Kinifter Deſign.) That they ſhould” be 
ſubdued by their Enemies, los the Favour of 
thelr GOD, and the Poſſeſſion of their native 
Land. Vet not be ſettled, as a Colony, in ſome 
particular Tract of the Victor's Dominions, but 
de ſcattered abroad under the whole Heavens“ .? of 
This was threatened by their I EHOVAH,.— 
this is recorded in their Books, and this 
is, even now, ſo remarkably fulfilled, as to be a 
F, act of the utmoſt Notoriety. Go into the moſt 
olite of moſt barbarous Countries, the neareſt or 
noſt diſtant Parts of the World; you will, every 
Ein find living 4 2E. vidences of this ſcriptural Pre- 
dition. | 
The Scriptures beak i in the Wel explicit "TY 
"peremptary Terms, with regard to the Reflorati- 
on Co the eas. er men er- not be 
iet xxyiii, 64. Pars ir. ha 155 1 
Enzek. xi. 17. Amos ix 14. 15. ed as 
to, 11, T have not ventured to determine, whether 
this Reſtoration of the Jews, is to be underſtood of a 
Return to their own Country, or of their Converſion 4 
to the Faith of CHRIST. Though I think, the /ar- _ 
ter is the Meaning of the Holy Spirit ; will be no lefs 7 ſuc 
wonderful than the former; and deln to be ſupported 1 
by ſuch Faſſages as the following. 7 y ball ook own KF ay 
M, whom they have picrced, and mourn. The Gift "M All 
3 Ret pentance, not the Circumſtance of Place, is the 7 cir) 


material Point, Zech. xiii. 10. When it hall Cite 
turn, not the Tribes of Iſrael to Jeruſalem, but bro 
the Heart of the Iſraelites to The LORD, 2 Corinth, the 
iii, 16.—— Then all Hael ſhall be ſaved, Rom. xi. cata 
26. ſhall be mede Partakers of the Goſpel, of its Th 
ſacred Priviledges, and its great Salvation, fo which 105 

they will enjoy all, more than all the BleffigFs, which 1 70 


Sadan could afford. Of which, that gffodly Land, 
in its utmoſt Fertility, * and Glory, was buy 


Tones 


"of ak W's 
effected. at leaſt could not be obſerved, if they 


of had been blended and incorporated with the Inha- 
ive IT bitants of other Oli imes. Therefore, to be a pre- 
me ſumptiue Proof of its Accoinpliſhment ; 4nd. to 
but render it, when accompliſhed, the mo/t obſervable 25 
— F of all Revolutions; they have ſubſiſted a diſtinct a 
— People, amidſt all the Regions, whither they have 
his been driven. A moſt ſingular and aſtoniſhin 
2 Circumſtance! How ſoon were the Danes, the 
ft Sarong, and the Normans, mingled with the Bri- 
or tons, And how entirely are they all melted down 
ry and loſt, among the Natives of our Ifle | But the 
e- Jews, like a Drop of Oil on the Water, have 


continued a ſeparate Community; and, though 
= diſperſed into all Nations, are not, through the 
long Courſe of ſeventeen hundred Years, embodi- 
ad with any. This is ſuch a Peculiarity in the 
Diſpenſations of Providence, as I can never ſuffi- 
ciently admire: and is, I think, an «undeniable 
voucher to the. Authenticity of the Scriptures ; held 
forth, as it were by the Hand of Dee, 
in the Sight of all the World. 5 


Such Events the ancient Scriptures foretell, and 
ſuch Facts they relate. Facts of incomparable 
Grandeur, and Events of the greateſt Importance. 
All which are delivered in ſuch a majgſtic Simpli- 
city of Style, as nothing can equal but their pre- 
Cife Veracity. Vet theſe Books Lord Boling- 
broke diſparages J and, at the ſame Time, extols 
the Writings of 7 3 Remains of Ta- 
* citus, He tells us, are precious Remains.“ + 
| F Thoſe of the Holy Seripture, © are dark and im- 
perfect — $: In Tacitus, 4 Hiſtory 
1 Pp), | E pre- 
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V. 


2 ® proferveoher Integrity and her Luſtre,” f In 
the Holy Scripture, inſtead of Hiſtory, you have 
© an Heap of Fables; which can pretend to no- 

e thing but ſome inſcrutable Truths, and there- 

& fore uſeleſs to Mankind.” Every Line of 

Tacitus has Weight, | and cannot be mentioned 

= without Admiration. Whereas, the ſacred Hiſ- 
/. _ fory is put upon a Level with the Extravagancies 
of Amadis of Gaul, Sand © can never gain ſuf- 

&«& ficient Credit from anv reaſonable Man.“ * 

M bo is this uncircumciſed Philiſtide, ſaid Da- 

vid, that He ſhould defy the Armies of the living 
GOD? r And who is this Tacitus, would I aſk, 

this darling Author, that He ſhould be raiſed to 
the Skies, while the divine Hiſtorians are trodden 

to the Duſt? If your Ladyſhip is unacquain- 

ted with his Character, let me give it in the Words 

» of a moſt elegant and maſterly Critic. “ Hav- 
k ing conſidered the principal Qualities of Taci- 
**© tus as a Writer and an Hiſtorian; T cannot help 
“thinking, that there is a falſe Sublime and Af- 


* 


I Pag. 161. f Fag. 11. [Pag. 161. 
Pag. 118. —— ff, in the Pages I have referred to, 
And the Sentences I have quoted, my Lord does not- 
aim at the Scriptural Records, I ſhall very willingly, 
nay, mo? gladly acknowledge myſelf miſtaken, 10 . 
me, after a repeated and attentive Peruſal of the Paſ. ; 
_ "ſages, He appears ro mean 2ho/z, and thoſe trincipally, "3 
He means, according to his own Profeſſion, ſuch an- 
Hent Hiſtory as He had been deſcribing (See Pag. 118,) q 
and Lam very ſore, the principal Subject of the pre 
ceding Sheets, was the: /acred. But why ſhould not- 
Riis Lordſhip ſpeak his Sentiments p/ainly? ls it for þ 4 
Want of Ingenuity ? Or owing to Diffidence in te Ta 
II Samuel xvii. 26. 


. . 


r 


W 


/ a j 
( 


tay 


| þ e 'feftation in his Deſcription :- 4 Scurrility and 


ce ſatyrical Vein, with too Epigrammatical a 
« Conciſeneſs in his Wit; an Acuteneſs, but too 
cc ſpeculative, and a Policy over. refined in his 
«© Obſervations; a malignant and ill-natured 
« Turn in his Characters; a Philoſophy too ab- 
& ſtrated and elevated in his Reaſonings, and a 
% Vanity in his Learning. In ſhort, that He is 
% in Antiquity 'a. Pedant ; in the Philoſophy of 
C Nature a Sceptic; in Morals looſe; in De- 


„ ſcription gaudy and pompous; in Politics mo 


« dolous, refined and knaviſh,”}  - 

Vet this is the Writer, that muſt be placed in 
ſuch great Superiority to Moſes, Foſhua, and Sa- 
muel. This the Hiſtory (riſe Criticiſm, and re- 
ſent the Indignity ! ) that is ſpoken of with Ap- 
plauſe and Rapture, even while the ſacred Annals 


are treated with Diſreſpect and Obloquy. 


I might recount the glorious 7 2 12 | 


bited in this bleſſed Book; the ineſtimable Promiſes, 


made to the Righteous ; the tenderly compaſſio- 

nate IJnvitations, addreſſed to Sinners; the refined 
and exalted Diſplays of Morality; with many 
other noble Particulars—which it is the Preroga- 
tive of Scripture, to contain——the Wiſdom of 
Mankind, to believe—and the only Felicity of 


.our Nature, to be intereſted in them, and infly- 


enced by them. WV: 


But my Lord is ready to agree on theſe Topics. 


He expreſles, in ſome Places at leaſt, no Diſlike 


of 


1 The Treatiſe, which furniſhes me with this Extract, 


is written by Mr. Hunter; js entitled Ob/ervations on 
Tacitus: and, if my Reader has not peruſed them, I 


dare venture to aſſure Him, that He has one of the 
| higheſt 


A+ } 
* e 3 ns 5 
* A : I 9 8 


of the dictrinal and prophetical Parts. Nay, He 


has contrived an Expedient, to reſcue them from 


the Diſhonour,. be He would bring upon the 
hi/torical..He allows the former, to be written un 
der the Inſpiration of the holy and un- erring Spi- 
rit. The latter, He affirms, are purely hu- 
* man; and therefore fallible. Proceed 
ing upon this Suppoſition, He ſcruples not to re- 


. Rene them, as the Devices of Craſt, or the 


unders of Ignorance. f 


- TI muſt beg Leave to been that fuch- 4 Di 


inction is without the leaſt Ground of Reality, 
to ſupport it: and would, if admitted, be an 


effectual Method to ſubvert the Whole of Reve- 


lation. For, if it could be proved, that the Au- 


thors of this Hiſtory were ſo ea, as to fall into 


| palpable Errors, where a common 'Digree of Sa- 


gacity would have ſecured them from miſtaking: 
or, if they were ſo treacherous; as to palm — 


the World a Multiplicity of- Forgeries; ſo impi- 


ves, as to aſeribe their Falſehoods to the GOD or 8 
Truth: this would at once ruin their Cbaramer 


as Men, and deſtroy their Credit as Writers, At 


this rate, who could depend * their Tallinn 


wp in any Point whatever? 
Beſides ; many of the doctrinal Parts of Scripe 


ado refer to, and are derived from, the hiſtorical. . 


If che latter were a Parcel of Impoſitions and 


* 


222277 1 . Literature yet to come. 


See page 184. 
Pag. 96. 


+ That 2his is no aggravated Imputation, every 


[attentive Reader of his Lordſhip's Letters will eaſily 
we and | believe, it wil appear too plainly 
rom the Paſſages, to be I in the e of 


1 this Epiſtle. 


Miſtakes, : 
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ES 
Miſtakes, what Degree of Veracity or Dignity 
could the former claim? If the Foundation is a 


Bubble, how can-the Superſtructure ſtand ?—— 


Whether his Lordſhip, by ſuch a ſpecious Pre- 
tence of ſerving the Intereſts of true Religion, in- 
tended ſecretly to undermine it, I will not preſume 
to ſay. But this I may venture to declare, that 
his Scheme is very ſhrewdly calculated to compaſs 
ſuch.an End. Grant what his Lordſhip aſks; and 
what all the Enemies of Chriſtianity wiſh, will 
unavoidably follow.. . 78-5 . 


o 


_* Farther, Madam—Such- a Diſtinction is con- 
trary to the expreſs Deelaration of the new Te- 


ſtament: which poſitively aſſerts, that ALL © 


Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 60D. * Our 
blefled LORD, who was very well qualified to 
diſcern Truth, and equally zealous to maintain it, 
makes no ſuch Difference. He 5 in general, 


Search the Scriptures ; # the whole Collection of 


facred Writings. M hparſoever Things, adds St. 
Paul, not ſome” particular Paſſages only, but 


WHATSOEVER THINGS were written” aforts 


time, were turitten for our Learning. 9 And muft 


therefore have been under ſuch a divine Super-in- 
tendency, as ſecured them from all Poſſibility of 
Error. Otherwiſe, they might be written, not 
for our Learning, but for our Deceprion.—80 
that St. Paul's Direction, is as contrary to Lord 
Bolinbroke's Diſtinction, as the Eaſt is oppoſite to 
the Weſt. We may as ſoon bring thoſe two 
Points of the Hemiſphere, together ; 'as reconcile 
his Lordſhip's Refinements, with the Apoſtle's 


2 


Religion. 
= ©: a lil. x6, + John v. 39. 
+ Romans av, 4 — 
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J beliexe, it mill be equally difficult, to render 

his Lordſhip er with Himſelf. His Con- 

cefſon overthrows his Diſtinction. Admitting the 

doctrinal Parts of the Scripture to be true, the 

Veracity of the hiſtorical is, by necgſſary Conſe- 

guence, and beyond all Contradiction, eſtabliſhed. 

＋ hey are indiſſolubly connected: they mutually 

bear on, and mutually ſuſtain each other; and 

* muſt ſtand or fall tagether. They are like an Arch 
maoſt exactly finiſhed; not a Stone of which can 
be taken away, without diſconcerting the whole 
Structure: and like an Arch, firmly founded, as 

well as correctly finiſhed, the more they are 
preſſed, the ſtranger they will appear. 


My Lord ſays indeed, That CHRIST came 
< not to e RT all the written Traditions of 
the Jews.” * He fays. it, but where or how 
does He prove it ?—By written Traditions of the 
eu, | ſuppoſe, we are to underſtand, all the 
Hebrew Scriptures. The Drift of the Diſcourſe 
leads us to this Senſe. , Now it is apparent, th 4 | 
our Saviour has aually conſecrated, has ſet the 
Seal of Authenticity and Infallibility to the Law 
of Moſer 10 the Plains, and to the Prophetic 
y appealing to them as deci/ive, and by allowing. 
them to be eee He has acknowledged them 
to be divinely inſpired ; to be unqueſtionably true. 
And a very little Acquaintance with Fewti/ſh Anti- 
quities will inform us ; that, in theſe three Parti- 
tions, the whole Body of the Hebrew Scriptures 
js comprehended. What then becomes of his 
Lordſhip's Aﬀertion ? Or to whoſe Diſcredit does 
it tend? That of the Zew:/b Scriptures,” or that 
of his own Knowledge? | 
5 ide I 


N 


2 5 "Ye 
* 1 I FEA 


* 


pag. 94 Lake Axiv. 44. 
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- 1 muſt deſire your Ladyſhip to tike Notice of 
he L N | the Expreſſion in this Paſſage, It is ſomewhat ſin- 
he = gular, and deſerves a particular Regard. Writs 
Ro ©. Traditions is the Phraſe. Every one knows, 
0. that we explode, and very juſtly, thoſe /uper/irti- 


TH ; þ ons Whimſies of the Fews, which paſs under the 
*X Denomination of Traditions. Yet my Lord 


i thinks proper, to call the Hiſtories of the Old 
an © Teſtament, by this diſaputable Name: only He 
le a dmits one Difference, that whereas the former 
as were tranſmitted by Strength of Memory, the lat- 
re 1 ter are committed to riting. —But' is this an 


F -oneft Repreſentation ? Is this free from all t- > 
7 nant Diſguiſe? | 
Let us put the Matter to the following Trial. 
The word Legend, when applied to any modern 
Story, raiſes the ſame contemptible and abſurd 
ldqdea, as the word Tradition excites, when applied 
to any Fewiſh Notion. Would my Lord, or 
would his Friends, think, that due Honour or com- 
mon Juſtice was done, to his Sketch of the Hiſto- 
ry and State of Europe, if it ſhould be ſtyled in our 
I publick. Papers, Lord Bolingbroke's written Le- 
gends? — The Impropriety and the Malevolence 
of ſuch a Title would be undeniable and odious? 
Who then can vindicate the Propriety of his 
Lord'hip's Language, or clear it from being a 
moſt injurious Mis-reprefentation of the facred 
Records? Which, however ſome of the Facts 
might come down, in a traditionary Channel, to 
the Writers; by paſſing through their Hands, 
receive the Stamp of undoubted Certainty; and 
are no longer Traditions, but Oraclet. 
I wiſh, this had been the only Inſtance of Ar- 
tifice and Impoſition, uſed in the Letters under 
Examination, Why are ſo many idle Tales, and 
il _ ſcandalous 
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feandalous Stories, raked together, and expoſed 


to View? Why! but to put a Cheat upon Hon 

the in-attentive Reader, and depreciate ᷑ the Dig- ben 
nity of the divine Word f Depreeiate it, much then 
in the ſame manner, as its moſt illuſtrious Object and 
and Author: was formerly diſhoneured; not only — 
2 the /al/e un e with which He was = 
charged; but alſo by the infamous Company, with & | 
whom He was numbered. Did my Lord ima- 7% 
"pine, that theſe Tales were really believed, even tio! 

. 1 the warmeſt Advocates for Holy Writ? No: tat 
He muſt know in his Conſcience, that they never Thi 
were received by the Generality of Divines ; 40 
neither are mentioned by Authors of Diſcern- oY 
1 * bn 55344 3 ment. 8 


See pag. 85, 86, 88.——102.— 108, 109. 
I would by no means indulge a petulant or cen- 
ſorious Humour. Yet I cannot forbear thinking, that 
the Seriptures are too often depretiated in his Lord- 
mip's Performance: ſometimes by Snecr :. ſometimes: 
by Cawil: and ſometimes. even by /anguid Approba- 


tion, or a connterf7it fort of Praiſe. Such a ra 
*I the Foundations of Chriſtianity have been laid' m 
* in Truth.“ Pag. r23.—— © Paſſages which /erm. m 
* favourable to the Doctrine of the Hinity.“ Pag. th 
98.—— Though I- ſhould be loth to reject any Teſti- 5 


mon, in fayour ef Chriſtianity ;. ſtill' more loth to- 8 
give up ſo eminent a Name as Lord B ——e, to the 
deiſtical Party:: yet I cannot prevail upon my ſelf to 

acknowledge, that we are much, if at all obliged to- 

Him, for theſe poor, jejune, cold Compliments. 

Such a Teſtimony and ſuch Compliments, are juſt as 


| WM ferviceable to the momentous Cauſe, as'a broken Todth 

1 is ſerviceable to the Eater, or a Foot. out of Joynt to it 
| . ; a | ; . * 

„the Walker. Prov. xxv. 19. They are, in Fruth, We 


mere dug ε or, as Mr, Pope more ſtrongly 
- Expreſſes the Sentiment; £7 
They damn with faint Praiſe, 7 


ſed 


6 
ment, unleſs it be to confute and reject them. 
However, be they credited or not, it was appre- 
hended, they might ſerve a Purpofe.. But whe- 
ther it be the Purpofe of Integrity, Impartiality, - 
and Truth, I leave to the Determination of others. 


Still it is urged, That theſe: Scriptures are 
& full of Additions, Interpolations, and Tranſs 
“ poſitions.” #-——— That they are full of Addi- 
tions, is more eaſily aſſerted, than evinced. I 
can find but one Inftance, ſpecified by his Lord- 
ſhip: Which is the Account of the Death and 
* Sepulture of Moſes, with a ſort of Panegy- 
<6 ric,” recorded in the laſt Chapter of Deuter- 

* anomy. Here, it is taken for granted, that we are 
reduced to a terrible Dilemma either to on, 
that this Paragraph was written by doſes himſelf; 
and then we may expect to hear of Impoſlibility | 
and Abſurdity or elſe, that it is all: /uppo/iti- 
tions; and then the Scriptures muſt have paſſed 
through tampering Fingers, and. ſuffered Adulte- 
ration? But ſuppoſe this ſmall Appendix was 
made by Joſhua: a Man, whoſe Mind was illu- 
minated, and his Hand guided, by the Spirit of 
the moſt High? Does ſuch an Addition deſerve to 
be branded with an ignominious, or even brought 
into Diſeſteem by a ſuſpicious, Character? Or, 
what if ſome other Prophet, whoſe Name is un- 
known, ſuper- added this valuable Anecdote? Ts. 
the Concealment of the Penman's Name ſuffici- 
ent, to impeach the Genuineneſs, or in validate 
the Authority, of the Paſſage? Eſpecially, ſince 
it has been approved by other inſpired Writers, 


ànd received the Imprimatur of the Holy Ghoſt? 


— 


® pag. 1 pag. 102. ä 
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II kao not who is the Printer of his Lord; 
ſhip's two Volumes; yet, though ignorant of this 

_ Cireumftance, for other very ſatisfactory Reaſons, 

I have no Doubt but they are the genuine Produc- 
R le 

My Lord would have done well to conſider —. 
Whether it was a probable or a praQticable Thing, 
to interpolate a ſet of Books, which were ſtudied. 
with ſo much Accuracy, and kept with ſo much 


cially in the Pentateuch, was computed ; and the 
| Arrangement of the very Letters known. g Whe- 
ther, after the Coming of Chriſt, the jealous Eye 
which the Jews and Chriſtians had on each other, 
was not an unſurmountable Bar againſt any Inno- 
vations or material Alterations.— As for Tranſ- 
Poſitions, they are uſed by the moſt approved Hiſ- 
torians. When uſed with Judgment, they re- 
dound to the Reputation of the Writer, and en- 


his Lordſhip make that a Diſparagement of the 
ſacred Narrative, which is a Recommendation of 
any ordinary Compoſition? ' __ 115 
But my Lord imagines, that He has found out 
a ſubſtantial Reaſon for the aforementioned Diſ- 
tinction— has detected ſuch Improprieties in the 
ſacred Narrative, as © contradict all our Notions 
of Omer and of Juſtice.” 1 He produces, by 
way of Specimen, the Caſe of Noah, denouncing 
a Curſe upon Canaan.——This, it ſeems, is the 
capital Abſurdity z this the glaring Error; which, 
He concludes, is ſufficient to un-canonize the Hiſ- 
tories of the old Teſtament, and degrade their 
| Writers from the Claſs of Inſpiration, ——This 
„ pd there- 


3 


t pag. 110. 8 5 „ 


Vigilance. The Number of whoſe. Verſes, eſper 


;creaſe the Pleaſure of the Reader. And would 
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"Hierefore; if your Ladyſhip pleaſes, we wills ens. 
mine a little more : particularly. | By 


The Charge i in general is huvexpreſitd; 6c One 


4 js tempted to think, that the Patriarch was ſtill 


ce drunk; and that no Man in his Senſes, could 
hold ſuch Language, or paſs ſuch a Sentence.” 


Was I at Leiſure to criticiſe upon Words, I 


ſhould be tempted to obſerve, that the Diction 
«© no Man could hoid ſuch Language, may be 
French, but is ſcarcely Engh/h. However, from 
the Expreſſion 1 paſs to the Sentiment. This, 
for Candbur and Solidity, is much like the Reflee- 
tion of the Jews, on the memorable Day of Pen- 
tecoſt. When the Apoſtles addreſſed the Inhabi- 
tants of various Countries, each in his own native 
Tongue; ſome of their Hearers aſcribed this mi- 
'raculous Ability to what ? we are amazed, when 
ve read to the intoxicating Power of Wine. 1 
Strange! chat exceſſive Drinking, whieh i incapa- 
citates other People for talking common Senſe, 
ſhould enable the Diſciples of CHRIST to ſpeak 
a Lindt of Languages 1 it not- equally 
ange, t that a drunken Diſorder ſhould enable te 
Pacbiarth to deliver Prophecies; and foretell future 


"Events?" Which (as 1 Hop e to "ney Was the al 


Import of the Speech. yo ; - 
e this Curſe may "(Sen c be 0e Er. 
"52? finde ef diferdert 5, Indulgence, yet of 


"'Sntehiftrbtt” Paſſion." ' Aud how incompatible 
is this, with the Character of a Preacher of 


Righteouſneſs ? Surely Noah ſhould not have 
_ Hm ſo 8 to call for the Thunderbblts of 


N OED TT, much more 


4 


'A 
N 7 5.4 


4 "ry i, i, 


” fs © ob bs 
24 
. L . 4 


dea 


* P © 
- 8 N ie ET n * * 
- * 


E 22 * 
age nitor, would rather have deprecated 
| agen Blo 2 —1 wonder, his Lordſhip did not ſtart 
this Objection. Which would have been much 
more plauſible, and much leſs wp og wh this, 
in Caſe it had been We Might reply j--=—— 
That Naoh aQted as the Oracle of GOD. Thi 
and many other ſuch 5 which ſeem to he 
_ Imprecations, are really Fredict ions. Holy Men 
| ſpoke, as they were influenced by the Spirit; and 
uttered, nat the Suggeſtions of their om Minde, | 
but the Will of Almighty one eh in - 
clines me to think, it ak he ng leſ 
much more ſuitable to the prophetic — 392 
Ttranſſated ſuch Paſſages Indicuriusm rather. _ 
_  {mperatives ; making them declaratary of what is 
ecreed in the Cabinet of Heaven, 9 will as 
_ Sertainly take Place, as if it already exiſted. Curſ- 
* jr, 55 br 275 N por „ of. he 
nigh, oa ngaragtion x 
c wonderful and. pts 5e one hom he 


1 3 The mighty CD, fayy,. Lo u 2 
. 1 So, calling the Things that, arg, t, a: 
3 __ thay e Manger. of (| 
ö ee in 
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8 came. 1. . 
1 1 11930 11 1 wit} ad) F134 70 | 
Dutt n bluod: 98871 ie ! Achte A 
16 qidabiaif ff) i, Wn or hn; 1 


r eee * burn dy fem g 
; and comprebends no more that a /upplicatory i 


tion. Ble/ed is, ſuits only the Mouth of a 9 
and unplics an authoritative Bleſſing. 


| "A 23. 4 
bane bis utter Deteſtaddan of all Iaiquity; to ma- 
nifeſt his ſingular Delight in all Virtue; frequent- 
1y takes Occaſion to denounce Vengeance, or pro- 
miſe Happineſs, - when ſome notorious Evil is 
committed, or ſome laudahle Good: performed. 
And was there not a moſt notorious Evil com- 
mitted Here Charity, ſays the Apoſtle, con 
 aereth all Things : f draws a Veil aver the various 
Infirmities of every common Neighbour. But this 
Man (Man ſhall L ſay? rather Monſter of Ingra= 
 titude) ſces the Shame of a #ather--an aged Fa- 
ther, 4 pious Father; and inſtead. of concealing, 
goben He cometh forth, Me telloth: it. Fools they 
are, abandoned Profligatcs, that make a Mal at 
bin. What Name then gan be bad enough, for 
2 profane and un natural Wretch; who makes 
Sport with a Parent's Folly, a Parent's Sinfulneſs, 
a Parent's: Mifery 8 itely this was a moſt 
1 of: we - . 


ee 


.< Cor. xiii. 7. rails reyn. This is one Article ia 
-. he fineſt pay y of /acial Virtue, that ever was exhi- 
bited to the World. And ſhould, I think, be tranſlat- 
5 24 (not hearetſ, but) covereth or ee all "hings. 
| The natural Import of the Word juſtifies, and the Con- 
text evidently requires, this Senſe. Otherwiſe, tho firſt 
and laſt Clauſes of the Verſe. will co-incide. j in their 
Meanings. or wn * an un- moaning Tautology. 
* Levit.. xix. 32. 
. The 1 . and mamma of this Offence, 
+ will appear in blacker Colours, if we I 97 u- 
e peculiar Reverence, | which,, in thoſe Pri- 
mitive Simplicity, was paid is. "_ e 
R 2 ge! enn n f 1 1960 
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Offender to be deſtitute of al Piety. For, to ar- 


gue in the Apoſtle's Strain; How could this Man 


venerate a Father in Heaven, whom He had 


not ſeen ? If he was ſo irreverent to a Father on 


Earth, whom He had ſeen? ; 
But ſuppoſing the Turpiende and! Immorality 
5 of the Action to be very enormous, and ſuch as 
deſerved ſome ſignal Vengeance; the Vengeance, 
it is objected, was miſapplied. For, Ham a- 
loné offended: Canaan: was innocent. My 
Lord is not ſure, that Canaan was innocent; 
though He aſſerts it pretty confidently. The con- 
trary Notion has obtained among the Jews. They 
apprehend, that Canaan was firſt in the Tranſ- 
l greſſion; ;- and, inſtead of being reproved, was 
imitated by his Father. Biſhop: Patrick; Mr. 
Pool, and other eminent ee think 
| this © be tidimprobable Opt big avek 


"i 9191 Ovidebant hoe grande nefas, & Morte pianduni, 
- 87 Fuvenis Vetulo non {oder & or 1 
dale. eden, ron, og cane SI. 

A pany n ſotes. Sar. xu. 
aws ey feet rom * awful Threatning, Prov. 
XX. 17, with what extreme Deteſtation the moſt holy 

680 feſents ſuch an un- natural Behaviour. 7 Be Eye 

that MOCKET H HIS FATHER, and drſpiſeth to 
"obey his Mor ber, the” Rawens of of the Valley fb 775 pi 
vu and nb young Fagles Bah tat it. x dog ſhould 
deem from this Text, in though all Nature was ready 


to teſtify its Abhorrence of ſuch. 2 Crime; and, ra- 


ther than it ſhould eſcape condign Puniſhment, the 
- moſt inſenſible Animals would ri e upto execute Ven- 


geance. 


Nudes an its're Nee Gui 5 but indicated he 
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© Tfhis'Lordſhip was unacquainted with the H. 
rer, He will ſcarcely he thought qualified ta 


pronounce ſo peremptorily, concerning a Caſe 


related in that Language. If He was acquaintefl 


with the Original, He acts ſomewhat unfairly in 


ſaying; This Notion is not only without, but 
6 againſt, the expreſs Authority of the Text.” + 
For He muſt know, that it receives ſome Coun- 
tenance even from the, Text itſelf. I-would by 
no means offend your Ladyſhip's Eyes, with any 


rugged Figures, or uncouth Quotations. But 


you may venture to believe me, when I aſſure 
you, That the moſt exact Tranſlation of Verſe 


24th is, Noah #new what his Son had done te 


Him, the or-that little one. * Ham could not ſo 
properly be ſtyled 7 he little one; ſince He was the 
middlemoſt, and is always placed in that Order: 
Shem, Ham, Fapheth. But the Deſcription a- 
grees perfectly well with Canaan, the Grandſon 


of Neah: and it was cuſtomary among the Jews, 


to call the Grand-children, the Sons of their 
Grand-Father. F - 
1 19 „„ 


72 . 3 5 e 
* Though it would have been very unpolite, to 
quote Hebrew in writing to a Lady: it may be judged 
proper, perhaps be thought neceſſary, now the Let- 
ter is made public, to produce the original Expreſſion; 
That, where an Argument is derived from the preci/e 
Signification of the Phraſe, the learned Reader may 


examine and determine for Himſelf. —— DN Jy 
| Gen. ix. 24. The word php is uſed of Benjanyn 
Facob's youngeſt Son, and tranilated a little one, Gen. 


A | a | 
8 Gen, xxix. 85. 1 Chron, i. 17. 
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ee; it is 8 6 was alone curſed 8 


1 he Words would run ſmoother, if tranſpoſed in 


this manner, Canaan alone was curſed, As for 


the Hact, that wants ſome better Confirmation, 
| than my Lord's bare Aſſertion. To me it is evi- 
dent, that Ham was not exempted from the 
_. Curſe. What? If it did not fall upon Him in 
| Perſon? yet, to be puniſhed in his Oft-ſpring, 
muſt be very affecting, and na leſs q licting. 

But hold my Lord has foreſtalled us in this 
Reply. Inſtead of waiting for it, or acquieſcing 
in it; He plays it upon us, with an Air of Tri- 
umph. Will it be faid——this has been ſaid 
„That Ham was puniſhed in his Poſterity.“ 

* — Alt has: and with his Lordſhip's Leave, I 
will venture to ſay it again. Nor ſhould I, in caſe 
| 42g Bolingbroke was alive, have went farther 

—_ his own Breaſt, for a Proof of my Aſſertion, 

Would He, with all his exalted Ideas of Liberty, 
| Have thought it no Puniſhment on Himſelf, pro- 
vided He had been the Father of Children, to 4g 
hear'd them doomed to a State of Saver 
to be, as He very rightly explains the cred Phr: Phraſ c 
ce the vileſt and worſt of Slaves?ꝰ Eſpecially 
if, like Ham, He was appointed, in the Courſe of 
Providence, to be the Father of ſeveral Nations? 


Fe if the Doom had been pronounced by a 


Perſon, of whole prophetic Spirit there was ſo in- 
Lonteſtable an Evidence, as the niente Inunda- 

tion was of Noah's? | 
Since my Lord has no more Communication 
with us or our Affairs, I appeal to any, to every 
fe mal Li * Naehe, compaſ- 
HE | hobates 


F Fag. cxi. ; 


88 


pe 
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Rana yearning Nature fpeak Whether the 
Infliction of ſuch a Penalty on the Son (perhaps, 
a favourite Son, like Fo/eph) the Son's Sons, and 
the lateſt Poſterity——Whether, this be. not pro- 
Fah a Puniſhment of the Father ? Whether the 

ather muſt not feel by Anticipation, what his 
wretched Progeny muſt endure in Reality? 


Nature once ſpoke to ſuch a Query, and this was 
her Language: O my Son Abſalom ! my Son, m 


Se Ablelom! Neal GOD I had died for thee # 
O Abſalom my Son, my Son | * Did Hiſtory ever 


record, or Poetry ever invent, ſo melancholy a 
Moan? It breathes the very Soul of Woez and 
exemplifies the Sentiment, which his Tanner 
would explode. 

David, it is plain, was puniſhed i in the calami- 
tous Exit of this young Prince ; in the Diſaſters 
ſuſtained, and the Diſorders committed, by his 
other Children. ft Adamthought Himſelf puniſh- 
edin the Ruin which He brought upon the hu- 
man Race; and laments it, in the moſt pathetic 
Terms, as the ſevereſt Diſtreſs attending his A- 
e $—One I than Adam, Oac great- 

| 2 er 


. 2; "Bama: xviii. 4: 

J 2 Sam. xil. 10. 

J See the whole of Adam's diſconſolate Complaint} 
Part of which are the following Lines. | 
et well, if here would end 


0 The miſery ; + Ide ferv'd it, and would bear 
My own Deſerwings : But this auill not ſer ve. 
All that J eat, or drink, or Gall beget 
I propagated Curſe. O Voice] once hear! 

Delightfully, Inereaſe and Multiply ; ; 


Parad, Loſt. Book x. 725. 


Now Death to hear! 


o q * 
1 


r 


er than David, whoſe Judgment i is alwa 's accc 


ding to Ttiith, f is evidently of the ſame pinion.: E 


and, for that Reaſon, has formed the Sanction of 
a moſt ſacred Commandment, upon this very 
Principle; He will viſit the Iniguities of 1 the Fa- 
'thers upon the Children, unto the third and fourth 
' Generation of t them that hate Him. What GOD 
has ſo.cxpreſly threatened, He has actually done: 
not. on this only, but on various other Emergen- 
cies. Thus 55 ſuffered in his Deſcendants; 1. 
Febu i in his Family; I and Hezekiah in his Chi 
ren. 8 Who all, like the Canaanites, were 
Children of their Father's Diſobedience : * Inhe- 
Yitors of their Sin, as well as of their Name. 
But this would ee the * to another 
ee | 1 5 
Where is the Equity of Cobh «Peojts: that 
are yet unborn? © Does not this contradict 
our Notions of Order and of Juſtice?” — 
Tt may be contrary to our Nations, at leaſt it 
would be unjuſfi! able in our Practice. But is 
quite ot therwiſe, with regard to the all- ſeeing 
D. Is it not agreeable to the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Juſtice, for a Magiſtrate, when He has heard 
the Witneſſes, ſummed up the Evidence, and 
Hound the er Suilty—Is it not ae 


& 


+ Compare Gen. xxvii. 40. with 2 gam. viii. 14. 
Thou fhalt ſerve thy Brother: Here, is the Sentence. 
All they of Edom became David's Servants: Here, its 
Execution. 

+ Hoſea i. 4. 

— 2 Iſai. xxxix. 6, 7. 


A OF UM guoque Filii. | Juvenal Satyr. XII. 
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3 ( 29 ) 
fo the Arifteſt Rules, of Juſtice, - to paſs, Sens 
tence pon. g a Criminal? The Queſtion cart 
admit of no Doubt. Yet. it is equally certain, 
that this was the very Caſe, with Reference to the 
ſupreme Judge, and thoſe Sinners the Ganaanites. 
— They practiced the groſſeſt and moſt inhuman 
Idolatries. They abandoned themſelves to the 
moſt horrid Immoralities: ſuch as violated Na- 
ture; confounded all Order; and ſuch as it would 
be ſhocking even to mention. |——Now all theſe. 
rovoking, Crimes, were preſent to the View of 
HIM, by whoſe Inſpiration Noah ſpake. He ſaw 
them with the ſame circumſtantial Exactneſs, as 
if they had been already perpetrated Let us 
take theſe very important Particulars into Conſi- 
deration, the exceſſive Fickedneſs of thoſe Nations, 
and the:all-foreſeeing Diſcernment of JEHOVAH, 
and then who. will dare to zn/inuate? That the 
everlaſting Sovereign acted unjuſty; That He 
launched the Lightenings of his Indignation, in 


an arbitrary Manner, or upon an innocent People. 
Who will be ſo precipitate, as to affirm with 
my Lord? ** That no other Writer but a Jew, 
e could imꝑpute to the Oeconomy of divine Provi- 
. e dence the Accompliſhment of ſuch. a Predicti- 
* on; nor make the ſupreme Being the Executor 
& of ſuch a Curſe,” |: _ | 5 
The former of thoſe Circumſtances will ſet in 
| a proper Light, what his Lordſhip calls, * the 
<6, Cruelties committed by Jaſbua in the Conqueſt 
„of the Canaanites. It will make them ap- 
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bear to be Ads of rightrous Vengeance; 2 muelf- 
needed and moſt defitable Extirpation'of à peſti- 


Ent People: altogether as ſerviceable to the Pub- 


lic, as it was fornierly, to deftroy the Wolves 


from our Iſland; or as it is, at preſent; to deliver 


over ſome flagitious Malefactors to the Sentence 
of the Law. Vet the Execution of this Ven- 


geance was delayed, Vear after Vear, Century 
after Century. The ſeed of Abrabam, for ſeve- 
ral Ages, were not permitted to enter upon the 

Poſſeſſion of their deſtined Inheritance z becauſe 
. the Iniquity of the Amorites, which was the Cauſe 
of their Extermination, was not yet full. I Does 
it then, beſpeak the Man of ntegrity, to repre- 


ſent thoſe Proceedings of Zo/bua, under the abhor- 


red Image of Cruelties? which were Akts of a 


Juſtice, exemplary, ſalutary, and greatly to be 


vevered. Is it becoming an honet Inquirer after 


Truth; to ſuggeſt, without the leaſt Shadow of 
Proof, a ſelſiſb and malignant Reaſon, for the De- 
ſtruction of the Cannanites; when a Reaſon, the 


moſt eguitable in its Nature, the moſt benefigal in 


— 
SY % 


ts Conſequences, is expreſiy and repeatedly af- 
_"bgned by the ſacred Hiſtorian ? This I refer - 
P 


* 


do © 1 - een hes 
Gen. xv. 16. Deut. ix. 5. FOR THE WICK: 
"EDNESS of thoſe Nations, th EORD' thy GO dt 


«+ drive them out. from before Ther. See alſo Levit. 
. 4, 6 60 f 1 o : * 20 
viii. 25. Where the ſacred Writer deſcribes their ex- 


ecrable and un-parallelled Vileneſs, by one of the 
ſtrongeſt and boldeſt Figures imaginable. So vile they 
were, that the very Country loathed them; was weary 


to. bear them; and afted like a diſguſted nauſesting 
| ; 211 "gh Sto⸗ 
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.fo your Ladyſhip's Deciſion, Who, I am ſurey 
will not err on the uncharitable Extreme. Yet 
l believe, will find it difficult, with all your Good- 

nature, to acquit the Author of theſe Letters from 
the Charge of Diſingenuity. | 

- May I not add? This Way of. fore-telling, 
yet reſpiting the Puniſhment, is gracious both in 
itſelf, and in its Conſequences In itſelf + be- 
cauſe, a Reprieve is always reckoned an Allevia- 
tion of the Sentence, even though it be not the 
Forerunner of a Pardon. I its Conſequences : 
becauſe, it afforded large Space for Recollection, 
and ſhould have awakened: the Offenders to a Senſe 
of their Guilt, It ſhould have incited them to 
uſe all poſſible Diligence to avert the Doom, both 
by a perſonal Reformation, and by educating their 
Families religiouſly. Why did they not act as 
King Ahab acted, + and argue as the Men of Ni- 
neveh argued; * in a following Age, but on a like 
Occafion ?——Inſtead of this; inſtead of betakx- 
ing themſelves to Conſideration and Prayer, to 

OS net #4: .- Repent- 


* 


Stomach, when oppreſſed with foul and offenſive 
Food: the Land it/elf vomiteth out her Inhabitants. 


AL et no /queamiſ/h Critic betray his /a//e Taſte, and 


«worſe Temper, by carping at the Expreſſion. But let 
all be aftoniſhed at the oatragious Impiety of the Ca- 
naanites; and adore the windifive Arm of JE- 
HoOVAH; and acknowledge, that ſuch horrible Mif- 
creants were (not for ſome Reaſons of State, as my 


Lord is pleaſed to inſinuate, emed only, but were) 


really, and on the moſt ſubſtantial Principles of Juſtice, 

an accurſed Race, Pag. 112, | 
+ 1 Kings xxi. 27, 29% 
Jonah iii. 9. 


* 
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| Repentance and Amendment, bey ran to the ame, 


to greater Exceſs of Ungodlineſs. 
So that theſe People, being evidently Inheritors 
: of their Father's ſinful Nature, and obſtinately 


_ perſiſting in their Father's ſinful Ways, were mo/f 


. deſervedly Partakers of his Curſe. And though 
; GOD is that uncontroulable Sovereign, who. giv- 


eth not, is under no Obligation to give, Account 
F any of his Matters; Þ though He often has 
:Reaſons for his Difpenſations, abſolutely unſearch- 
able by any Mortal; yet, Here He is clearly vin- 


dicated even before Men- even before the Sin- 
ners themſelves. They themſelves muſt confeſs 
the Juſtice of their Doom; and own, That GOD 
hath. done rightcouſly, but they have done wickedly. 

That GOD. has ſhewed all Long-Suffering ; and 
given full Warning, before the Blow fell. Where - 
as they, notwithſtanding this Forbearance and this 
Admonition, have continued incorrigible ; and 


-without any other Change,. but. that of becoming 


more conſummately vile. 

Agreeably to all this, and conformably to the 
moſt acknowledged Rules of Equity, it is declar- 
ed by the ſacred Hiſtorian, That the Amorites, the 
Deſcendants of Ganaun, ſuffered not, till they had 
filled up the Meaſure of heir Iniquities ; 4 their 
otun, as well as their Father's. —— All which, I 
ſhould imagine, is ſufficient, not only to juſtify 
the Counſels, but to glorify. the Judgments, of 
the great JEHOVAH. Sufficient alſo to ſatisfy 


any. Inquirer, who is (a8 my Lord very handſome- 


If 


4 Job xxxiii. 13% 
1 — xv. 16. 


1 expreſſes Himſelf) <<. candid but not implicit, 
& willing to be informed, yet curious to examine.“ 


* 


b My Lord's (Curioſity: to eramine, ſhall I ſay? 
Gr his Reſolution to be diſſatisfled? proceeds ſtill 


fläarther. Accordingly He adds; * who does not 


c ſee; that the Curſe and the Puniſhment, in this 
£ Caſe, fell on Canaan and his Poſterity, exclu- 
ce ſively. of the Poſterity of Ham? * 
—— The Particle of; ſo frequently repeated, in 
a ſingle. Sentence, can hardly be admired as an 
Elegance ||. of Speech. But, taking ng more No- 
tice of ſueh little Blemiſhes, I ſhall conſider the 
Weight, not the Poliſh, of his Lordſhip's Argu- 
ments. As for this Argument, I vertly think, 
when laid in the Ballance of Impartiality and Can- 
dour, it will: Ve Hound wanting. For, admitting 
the Objection in its full Scope, what follows? 
Why, that the righteous: GOD: pardoned ſome © 
Oriminals, when He might juſtly puniſſi all. And 
if it ſhould have pleaſed 5 Supreme Judge, to 
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ſhould I have mentioned them, had they not ll in my 
avay; and were it not to put a Query upon the popular 
Notion, That his Lordſhip's S:y/e is ſo correct, elegant, 
and noble, as to be a Standard for fine Writing · It can- 
not, in my Apprehenſion, juſtliy claim this Honour. 
If others think differently, I leave them to enjoy 
their Opinion; and ſhall not (though it would be eaſy 
enough to multiply Proofs) add a Word more upon the 
Subjecd. W 
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„ 
Fepeal the Sentence, and remit the Penalty, with 
regard to ſome Offenders, who ſhall arraign his 
Conduct? Who ſhall cenſure his Providence ? 
To exerciſe Mercy is his great Prerogative: an 
Act not of Debt, but of royal Bounty, which 
He exerciſes, when, and to whom, it ſeemeth good 


in his Sight: I will have Mercy on whom I will 


bave Mercy, I is his high and holy Reſolve. 
I might therefore anſwer his Lordſhip's Queſ- 


tion by. aſking another, Which I might propoſe,. 


in the plain and ſolemn Words of our LORD-JE- 


SUS CHRIST. If theſe are ſpared; while thoſe 
« are puniſhed, 'what is that to Thee? Is thine 


cc Eye evil, becauſe GOD is good? But I 


wall rather reply to the Objection, by deny ing 
the Fact. The Puniſhment was not confined to 


Canaan and his Poſterity. It reached the other 
Deſcendants of Ham; Mizraim Himſelf, the 
Father of the Egyptians (as will be ſhlewn in a 


proper Place) not excepted. Canaan, tis true, 


is particularly mentioned. Becauſe, He was (as 
from this very Circumſtance is extremely pro- 
bable) an Accomplice || with Ham, in the Breach of 
filial Duty. Becauſe, this Branch of the Fa- 
3 4 th 2 wt „ ance er ö 

„„ Keen . 

I This is rendered ſtill more credible, by that Pars. 
iculariq of Style, which the Scripture uſes in ſpeak- 


ing of Ham. Ham the Father of Canaan. Gen. ix. 


18, 22. Why of Canaan ſo eſpecially * Had He 
not other Children, other Sons? Several other. 
But this Diſtinction ſeems to be a Brand of Infamy, ſet 

upon the Offender; and intimates, that He who was 
Father of Canaan by Blood, was his Partner, was his 
Brother in Iniquity. | EN Holgi? 
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mily was more than ordinarily corrupt, nay, 3. 


yond Meaſure vicious —— Becauſe the Canaanites 
were, in the fir Place, and in the fulleſt Manner, 
to feel the Effects of the Curſe. And Moſes, 


being charged with a Commiſſion to execute the 


Vengeance on this People only, had no Occaſion 


to concern Himſelf with; any other. Juſt as the 
Sheriff of a County, demanding the Body of a 


condemned Malefactor, produces the dead War- 
rant for his Execution; without inter-meddling, 
or thinking Himſelf under any Neceſſity to inter- 

meddle, with the other Priſoners in the Jayl,—— 
This leads me to a new, and, if J judge right, by 
far the moſt important Inquiry; namely, whether 


- the Curſe was executed, as well as pronounced; 


As J haſten to the Proof of this Particular, my 
Lord embarraſſes and retards me with a freſh Ob- 
ſtacle. He Himſelf has thought proper to inform 
us, „ why the Poſterity of Canaan was to be 
& Jeemed an accurſed Race.” But He lets the 
World know; It is not ſo eaſy to account, 
„ why the Poſterity of the righteous Shem, that 
« great Example of- filial Reverence, became 
ce Slaves to another Branch of the Family of Ham, 
ce during more than fourſcore Years.” + I 


am by no means convinced, that the Point pro- 
poſed enters into the Merits of our Cauſe. Should. 


the Reaſons for this Diſpenſation remain an impe- 
netrable Secret; yet, if we clear up the Proprie- 


ty, and demonſtrate the Equity, of the Curſe de- 


© Nous 


I Pag. 1123 
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x nounced; ve compaſs our main End, and con- 
fute the grand Cenſure. However, as the Queſ- 
tion is preſented, it ſhall: be conſidered : And 
though his Lordſhip ſhould affect to ſneer, I chuſe 

rather, in Imitation of thofe noble Writers, whoſe 
Dignity I would aſſert, to be ſerious. 
» Why were the 1ſraclites Sejourners in Egypt 9. 
e Reaſon occurs, that is worthy of a graci- 
cious GOD, and greatly for the public Good. 
That they might carry thither the Knowledge of 
the everlaſting JEHOVAH, and of the promiſ- 
end MESSIAH; of the only acceptable Method of 
- Worſhip, and the only Fectual Way of Salvati- 
on. As Egypt was the Parent of Literature, 
and the Fountain-Head of Science: as Men of, 
Letters and Curioſity came, from all Parts of 
the World, to complete their Studies at Zgypt - 
i theſe heavenly Doctrines were received 
THERE, they would be more likely, ſome 
Streams of them at leaft, to be transfuſed into all 
Climes, and improve every Nation. So that the 
People of the LORD, the oñly Depoſitaries of 
divine Philoſophy, were fettled in this Land of 
general Reſort, with much the ſame wiſe and be- 
| neficent Views, as the ableſt Profeſſors of Learn- 
ing are placed at our famous Univerſities, - .. 
But why were they Slaves in Egypi — This 
might be to try them, and to humble them; to. 
eto them what was in their Heart, and to purge 
out their Droſs. We are taught in Scripture, 
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that the Almighty chaſtens whom He loves; and 1 
ſcourges the Men, whom He receiveth to Him- 2 
elf. Even the heathen Claſſicks, my Lord's fa- 8 
. vourite Authors, have frequently remarked: That co 
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ſons, and public Societies, have learned the moſt 
heroic Virtues.—Beſides; this might be in- 


tended to animate: and inſpirit the //raelites for 


their Invaſion of Canaan. They were, in the 


general, a ſupine and groveling 1 Set of People. 
Had they been ſettled in a State tolerably eaſy, or 
in Territories that were but moderately commo- 


dious; they. might never have aſpired after the 


Land flowing with Milk and Honey; never have 
made any reſolute Efforts, to poſlets their deſtinꝰd 


Inheritance. But, being driven by the Laſh, and 
i#n/tigated by the Goad, of pungent galling Slave- 


ry, they were even conſtrained to burſt the 
Chaias, and puſh their Way to Liberty and Ca- 
aan; Their inſupportable Slavery, was ſome- 
what like bending the Bow, and training the String, 
in order to launch the Arrow.--—Farther ; GOD 


Almighty aſſures Abraham, that his Seed, though 


enſlaved for a while, ſhould come out of their Bon- 
dage with great Subſlance; Þ with the Silver, the 
Gold, the Jewels, and the choiceſt Treaſures of 
Egypt. So that, when labouring for their Te 


Maſters, they were, in Fact, labouring for them 
ſelves. The Wealth of the Oppreſſors, was laid 
up for the Oppreſſed. And the Seaſon of their 


Affliction in the Enemies Country, was like the 
| rigorous 


{ 


impeached, by ſeleccing to Himſelf a People of this 

Character. His Clemency, his Forbearance, and all 

thoſe benign Perfections, which are ſo neceſſary for 

the Salvation of Sinners, are hereby diſplayed with pe- 

culiar Advantage, and to our unſpeakable Conſola- 

gion. , F455: Ko IGM 
+ Gen. xv. 14. 
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. Figorous Cold of Winter; which, far from ob; 
ſtructing, only makes Preparation for, the Bloſ- 
ems of Spring, and the Fruits of Autumn. — 
Thefe Conſiderations might have ſolved the Dif- 


ficulty- to his Lordſhip, as a Politician. 


Other Reaſons are ſuggeſted by our Divine 3 
vrhich, if my Lord had thought it worth his while 
to regard, might have given better Satisfaction, 


and yielded more Edification. They would have 


reminded the right honourable Queriſt That 


ſuch a gloomy Aſpect of the Jewiſb Affairs, made 


Way for the 6righte/t Manifeſtation of GOD's 


glorious Attributes: of his Power, in reſcuing: 


them from their tyrannical-Rulers: of his Faith 


fulneſs, in fulfilling his Promiſe, made to their: 
Fathers: of his "Goodneſs, in ſupporting and con- 


ducting them; keeping them, amidſt the moſt for- 


. midable Dangers, as. the Apple of an Dye; and 
bearing them, even through the moſt inſuperable 
- Difficulties, - as on Eagle's: Wings. This al- 


ſo opened a moſt conſpicuous Theatre, for that 


amazing Train of Miracles; which have been, in 
all Ages, as ſerviceable to the Faith of Chri/trans, . 
as they were formerly conducive to the Welfare 
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See Dent. xxxii. 10, 11. Theſe, I think, are 


moſt delightful and iaimitably delicate Repreſentations, 
Let the pious Critic try, if He can conceive thoſe 
tender Offices, that an- intermitted Vigilance, and Af- 
ſiduity of protecting cheriſhing Cares, which are ex- 
preſſed in theſe fine Images. For my Part, I own. 
myſelf incapable of deſcribing them. But moſt ear- 
neſtly wiſh, that every Reader, as well as myſelf, may 
learn them in that belt of Schools, the School of Ex- 


perience. 15 | 
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of the Jets. They would farther have in- 
formed his Lordſhip, and have confirmed their 
Opinion by apoſtolical Authority; That the 
Whole of this moſt wonderful Tranſaction, was 
typical of ſpiritual Things: was a Series of liv- 
ing Leſſons; delivered, according to the Eaſtern 
Method of conveying Knowledge, in Figures and 
Emblems.. The Egyptian Bondage was a Re- 
ſemblance of our natural Condition; which is a 
State of the moſt abject Slavery to Sin. The 
arbitrary and injurious Impoſitions of the Taſt- 
Maſters ſhadow forth, though but faintly, the 
Tyranny of unruly Appetites, and 419erious Paſ- 
ſions. That barbarous Edict for the Deſtruc- 
tion of all the infant Males, fitly enough repre- 
ſents the genuine Tendency of carnal and corrupt 
 Aﬀections;.which deſtroy our true Comfort; ſub- 
vert our nobleſt Intereſts; are as Death to the 
Joys and to the Hopes of our Souls. Their 
Deliverance from that miſerable State, was an ex- 
preſſive Sign of our Redemption, from the Guilt 
and the Dominion of Sin. || Both which the 


F The divine Writer to the Hebrews, makes the 
Land of Canaan, typical of a Better Country, even of 
_ at Heavenly. Heb. xi. 16. xii. 22. According to 
the ſame Author, the peaceful Settlement of the I/rael- 
ztes, in Canaan, ſuggeſled to their Thoughts, and 
pointed ont to their Faith, that everlaſting Re which 
' Temaineth for the People of GOD. Heb. ui. 4, 5, 
Kc. Since the Terminus ad quem, (as the School- men 
ſpeak) is evidently myſtical and allegorical: -may we 
not conclude, that the Terminus à quo is myſtical and 
allegorical likewiſe ? Then it will follow, 4 = 

D : E cleareſt 


5 LORD JESUS accompliſhes: the one by Pj r; 
the other by Power. Not by ſlaying. the firſt- 
bern, but by ſhedding. his own Blood: not by _ 
ſoftening Rocks into a Stream, but by taking 
away the Heart of Stone: not by turning the Cur- 
rent of Jordan backward, but by turning all our 


Deſires into a new Channel. The many 


3 


Troubles and Oppoſitions they met with in the 


Wilderneſs, exhibit a lively Picture of the Mo- 


kftations that attend, and the Temptations that 


are around Us. Through many Conflicts, and 


much Tribulatians He muſt enter into the Kingdoni 
of Heauen. Only let Us beware, leſt, like the 
ungrateful Iſraelites, We forget the GOD of 


our Salvation, and fall after the ſame Example of 


Unbelief.— The Cloud, that was ſpread. over 


them by Day, to intercept the Glare, and ſcreen 


them from the Heat of the Sun: The Fire, that 


ſhone. before them in the Night, to chear the 


nocturnal Darkneſs, and lead them through the 


trackleſs Deſart: were not theſe very amiable 
and exact Emblems of our Saviour's Merits, and 


2 - _ 


of his holy Word? The former of which, are 

_ refreſhing to the guilty Conſcience, as the Veil 
K a thick interpoſing Cloud is welceme to; a 
The latter, is a 


Light to our Feet, and a Lanthern to our Paths, 


to guide us in the Way everlaſting.——Their 
Burn 1 Hi a ff: Paſſage . 


ä 


clearet Principles of Analogy, that the intermediate 


teps and Advances are of the ſame Nature; fipnifi-: 


 cative of refived and ſpiritual Things, under earthly and 
Senſible Images —— This, if I miſtake not, is put be- 


* 2 


„ r 
Paſſage through Jordan, the Prieſts that bare 
the Ark of the Covenant going before them, { 
and ſtanding in the midſt of the River, till all 
the Congregation were paſſed over: this very 
emphatically prefigured our great High- Prieſt; 
bearing our Sins; fulfflling the Law in our Stead; 
_ aboliſhing Death ; and making it a /afe as well as 
ſhort. Tranſition to Life eternal. . 
Vou will excuſe me, Madam, for expatiating 
upon theſe Topics. They are ſo inviting, ſo 
pleaſinz,..ſo comfortable, that I can hardly per- 
ſuade myſelf to leave them. If any other Parts 
of the Epiſtle, through a Kind of unhappy Ne- 
eeſſity almoſt inſeparable from Controverſy, 
ſhould reſemble the Aſperity of the Thorn; this, I 
hope, will bear ſome Affinity to the Fragrance of 
the Roſe. For which Cauſe it is, that I chuſe 
only to touch, and but lightly touch, the one; 


while I would open the other, into a full Expan- 


ſion, and a rich Effuſion.— Let me add one 
more Obſervation on this Head, and I have done. 
It is apprehended by very judicious Perſons, that 
the Puniſhment of the Egyprians, and their total 

Overthrow, may be a Preſage of the Miſery and 
Ruin, which will ſooner or later fall upon Indi- 
viduals and Nations, that reject the glorious 
Goſpel, and vilzfy its ſacred. Repoſitory. THE 


BIBLE... 


e Beaſns I have offered, are neither tire- 
ſdme, nor un- ſatisfactory to your Ladyſhip, I 


| ſhall proceed the more chearfully to ſhew, hos 


{ See Joſhua i, 1 33 14; A. 


the Curſe was evccuted, as well as pronounced. 
Had it been the et Extravagance of a 
Man intoxicated with Liquor; or the raſb Im- 
Precation of a Man heated with Reſentment; or 
the deſigning Interpolation of ſome erafty Stateſ- 
man; would the holy, the gratious; the true 
GOD have ſet the broad Seal of Heaven to it? 
Would HE, who over-rules all Events, have 
| ſuffered it to ſucceed: have commanded it to 


ſucteed - nay, have brought it Himſelf to paſi, 


by a mighty Hand, and ſtretched- out Arm? Im- 
poſſible to conceive !——1If therefore it was really 


brought to paſs ; and with a ſurpriſing Punctua- 


lity.; and not by any Competency. of human 
Means, but by the moſt evident Diſplay of divine 
Power: this will be ſuch a Proof of its Credibi- 
At), its Reaſonableneſs, and Equity, as no One, 


wh thinks reverently of the Deity, can deny. - 


- Gi#naan was to be Servant to Shem.——— This 
was accompliſhed, when the Iſraelites, the De- 
ſcendants of Shem, conquered the Land of Ca- 
naan ;. ſlew thirty of its Kings; * and took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of their Cities. When the Gibeonites par- 

ticularly, who compofed one of their principal 
States, f became Here of Mood, and Draw- 
ers of Water, io the Congregation; & or, in 
other Words, the moſt menial Servants to the 
loweſt of the People. — 

By. what Inſtruments was this extraordinary 
Revolution wrought ? ——By one of the fineſt 
Armies in the Eaſt or Weſt ? Marſhalled by the 


— 


© folk. xii. 7. 30 
$ Joſn. ix. 27, 


1 Joſh. x. 23 


Field chem a fafe unobſtructed * Paſſage,— 


k 


TJ 


braveſt Officers, and headed by the moſt expert 


enced General? No: but by a raw, undiſciplined, 
enſlaved People. Who were deſtitute of military 
Skill and without any perſonal Qualifications; 
or warlike Apparatus for fo difficult, ſo dangerous 


4 


an Enterprize. © 


Through what Ob/tacles was it begun, carried 
on and conipleated In Spite of the Attempts 
of one potent Monarch, to detain them in Servi- 


tude. In Spite of the Reſolution of ſeveral com- 


bined Kings, to diſpute with them every Inch of 
Ground, to the laſt Drop of their Blood. 


A deep River, and an Arm of the Sea muſt be 


eroſſed, by ſix hundred thouſand Men, with 
their Wives, their Children, their Cattle: and 


without any Veſſel to tranſport them, or 


Bridge to tranſmit them. They muſt dwell, 
forty Years, in a deſolate, inhofpitable, barren 


Wilderneſs. Which was infeſted by ravenous 


"Beaſts, and fiery flying Serpents. In which there 
was neither Water; nor Corn; nor any ſort of 
5 for Abode, or Suſtenance for 
Life. | 


He were all theſe Difficulties. ſurmounted? 
| _———— Not by the Arm of Fleſh. This was utterly 
_ impracticable. But hy the moſt aſtoniſhing In- 

terpoſition of Omnipotence. 


The Egyptian 


Tyrant is humbled, and brought to their Terms, 


by the Infliction of ten tremendous Plagues.— 


The Waters of the River are dried up, and the 
Waves of the great Deep are divided, ſo as to 


A 


* He led them through the Deep, encumbered as 


they were with their Kneading- Troughs, and ſur- 


— — 


ö 
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| 

| 
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A Stream guſhes even from the hard Rock; and 
gives them Drint, as it had been out of the great 


Depths. Prodigious Quantities of Manna + 
deſcend, with every Morning Dew, and ſup- 
ply them, not from the Garner, but from Hea- 


ven, with their daily Bread. Vaſt Flights of 


Duails arrive, with every ſetting Sun; and drop, 


like a Bird ſhot through the Wing, . in the mid# 


* 
. po 0 3 
. i ; * 
© # N s + 


| Hs 4 443g # £3 . C135 2 1 Ef S 31 1 pf. N 
. _ Founded with frightful Billows, 4s: an Horſe in the 


Wilderneſs : with as much % Spirit, as ſome 
eouragious Courſer makes his Way through (HA) 
a plain, open, champaign Country. Iſai. Ixiii. 13. 

* F We are not to think, that the Manna took its 
Name, from any Reſemblance to the medicinal Drug, 
which among tus is ſo commonly known, and ſo fre. 
quently uſed. It is rather derived from the abrupt 
Expreſſion of the //-ae/ites, on their firſt beholding 


this wonderful Food. They cried out with Amaze- 


ment, N 129 Mar Hu ? I hat is this? Which Ex- 


clamation, denoting their own Surprize, and the un- 


expected as well as unparalleled Nature of the Gift, 
became both a Memorial of the one, and a Denont- 
ls ob ent ² oo ˙ ᷣ ß els owe 
4 This is defcribed- with the utmoſt Vigour and 
Beauty, in that ſublime Piece of ſacred Poetry, 
Pſal. Ixxviti. 27, 28. He rained Fleſb upon them as 
Duſt, and winged ( here lies a pecular Emphaſis, and 


. 


thus ſhould the Original 135 qm be tranſlated, 


Winged ') Fowl like as the Sand of the Sea. Vet though 


they were furniſhed with Wings, and therefore might 
eaſily eſcape, they neglected to make Uſe of their 
natural Powers. They felt round the Ifraelitiſh Tents, 
like the Rain from Heaven, auhich returneth not: 
and like the Sand of the Shore, which cannot be nun- 


Thie 


* * 
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of 


V 
oC bf their Camp, and round about their Habitationt. } 
and The Walls of an impregnable City fall to | 
rat the Ground, at the Blaſt of Rams-Horns. | The 
wa + Sun ftands ſtill in the midſt of Heaven, at the 


Voice of a Man. 8 All the Hoſts of the 
Nations, with all their Weapons of War, are 
driven aſunder as the Foam upon the Waters, and 
cut off as the Tops of the Ears of Corn. 
And, is it probable ? Can it be poſſible? That 
every Element, and all Nature, ſhould not only 
concur; but alter their e/tabliſhed Courſe; depart 


from the fundamental Laws of their Creation; on 


the urpoſe to ratify, what was bolted out by the 

Patriarch in a drunken Revel, or foiſted into thg 
1,9) Text by ſome Hebrew Machiavihan 2 | 
its Dag | *. 5713 
74. Canaan was to be Servant alſo to Japhetb. 
ft Purſuant to this Prediction, did not the Greeks 
ing and Romans, who derived their Lineage from 
ze Japheth, make themſelves Maſters of the Reſi- 
X due of Canaan ? Tyre built by the Sidonians, and | 
n- | Thebes - by Cadmus, were both deſtroyed by Alex- 
ft, pin eds ee rs | 
22 i | k 
_y | This whole Pſalm is a manifeſt Proof of the Ob- 
7. ſervation, which was made in a preceding Paragraph j 
we —— That the Þi/ftorical and dofrinal Paſſages of [ 
nd Scripture are, like the Deed and its Counter-Part, in | 
d, their Subſtance exa#ly corre/ponding : and like the 1 
gh ſeveral Links of the ſame Chain, in their Connection | 
he _ abſolutely inſeparable. : | | 
ir | Joſh. vi. | $ Joſh. x. 12, 13. 
8, „ Alexander laid Siege to this City, took it by 
* „ Stom, and entirely deſtroyed it ; ſlaying ninety 
* 


«thouſand of the Inhabitants, and ſelling elt, 
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ander the Grecian. Carthage, founded by Dido, was, 


after a long Succeſſion of Loſſes, and a vaſt Effu- 
ſion of Blood, demoliſhed by Scipio the Roman. 
Which Loſſes made Hannibal, a Child of Ca- 
aan, cry out with a Mixture of Aſtoniſhment 
and Deſpondency ; Agnoſco Fortunam Carthagi- 
ms! i. e. 1 I ſee plainly the Hand of Deſtiny 
Ps ee eee 


to the Number of thirty thouſand more, into Sla- 
« very. Prideaux's Connect. Vol. I. Pag. 479. 
T Vid. Liv. Lib. xxvii. a4 fnem —— A Writer of 

the firſt Repute, for elegant Taſte and penetrating 
Judgment, thinks it more than probable, that Hannibal, 
in this deſperate and hopeleſs Acknowledgment, refers 
to; the Prophecy under Conſideration. Which will ju- 
ſtify my free, though, I hope, not erroneous Tranſla- 
tion of the Paſſage. What the ſame Author adds, 
is ſo very ingenious, and fo appoſite to my Purpoſe, 
that I will beg Leave to tranſcribe it. | 
That the Romans were no Strangers to the ſame 
r divine Oracle, appears from Yirgil;” 


Progeniem ſedenim Trojano a Sanguine duci 
Audierat, Tyrias olim gue werteret Arces : 
Hinc Populum late Regem, Belloque ſuperbum, 
Venturum Excidio Dlie. Sic volvere Parcas. 


« K tranſlating which, if we only name the Au- 
* ceftors, inſtead of the Deſcendants, the original 
Prophecy glares upon us.” 1 | 


From Japheth's Loins deriv'd, a Race foe knew 
Defign'd the Strength of Canaan to ſubaue : 
Wide-ſpread their Empire, deſtin'd to ſucceed 
And waſte the Sons of Ham: So Fate decreed ! 


See Mr. Ridley's Sermons at Lady Mayer's Leture, 
Pag 252. 
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10 working; I ſee that oracular Doom hafting ta 
« its Accompliſhment ; in theſe dreadful Cala- 


se mities ſuſtained by Carthage /” 1 
If theſe Facts are true, which have the unani- 


mous Conſent of Hiſtorians for their Support, 
what can we ſay of his Lordſhip's Aſſertion g 
« that Cangan was Servant to Shem, though not 
& to Fapheth ?”” I This, I am apprehenſive, will 
be found as falſe, as the following ObjeRion is 


peak, In which he urges; That © Canaan was 


„Servant to one of his Unclez, not to his Bre- 
$6 thren.“ Such a Cavil (for certainly it de- 
ſerves no better Name) diſcovers an utter Igno- 


rance of the Hebrew Phraſcology ; or elſe, a 


ſtrange 


- The Words at large are, « Canaan became Ser- 
& yant of Servants to Shem, though not to Fapheth, 
E when the Hraelites conquered Paleſtine.” Pag. 111. 
Al muſt beg Leave to enquire, h the laſt Clauſe 


zs added? Is it to prove, that, when the /-ae/ites 
ſubdued the Canaanites, tne Deſcendants of Ham 


were not, by this Victory, made Seryants to Fapherth's 
Offspring? If ſo, my Lord encounters a Phantom 
of his own raiſing ; and confutes, what no Man aſ- 
ſerts.——Ts it to inſinuate, that, becauſe the Race of 
Canaan were not, at this Time, made Vaſlals to the 


Poſterity of Japheth, therefore they newer were; and, 


of Conſequence, the Prophecy was eluded? This 
ſeems to be the Deſign of the Sentence. Abſtracted 
from this, Defign, I ſee not what End it can anſwer, 
But this is to draw, from Premiſes that are true, a 
Concluſion that is falſe. And is juſt as good Logic, 
as the Libertine's Argument is. ſound Divinity ; 
Vengeance 7s not yet, therefore it zever will be, 
& executed.” See 2 Pet. Ui. 4. | 
+ Fag. III, hg, 
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Prrange Monaten to it; I would not ſay, an ; 


exregious Misrepreſentation of it. I thought 


one had known, till Lord Bolingbroke undecei v d 


me, That nothing is more common in the orien- 


tal Idiom, than to expreſs any Relatives of the 
Male Line, by the Denomination of Brethren. || 


I hope your 'Ladyſhip will not think this, or 
any of my other Remarks, indecentiy free. In 


the Preſence of the moſt High -GOD, all Men 
are upon a Level. When the Honour of his di- 


vine Word or glorious Attributes is concerned, 
We are to know no Man after the Fleſh: * pay 


no deferential Regard to the Diſtinctions of Birth, 
or Elevations: of Character. In theſe Liſts the 


Privileges of Peerage ceaſe. And ſhould tec- 
kon myſelf the moſt abject of Creatures, if, 


through Reſpect of Perſons, I could palliate or 


ſerrete the Truth, when the ever-venerable Ora- 


cles of Inſpiration are treated with Contempt. 


A Violation of Decency this! by whatever Hand 


it is offered, or from whatever Quarter it comes, 
incamparably more Yagrant than Scandalum Mag- 


natum. | | 
Pardon, 1 this Digreſſion, and permit 
me farther to obſerve——That the Progeny of 
Ham, in another Line, are, to this very Day, the 
Slaves of the whole trading World. The Ne- 


groes I mean ; whoſe Deſcent is from that unhap- 
BY 


| A 


8 this Gen. xiii. 8. Where Abraham and Lat, 
thouph Uncle and Nephew, are called Brethrey, —— 
Gen. xxiv. 43. Where Bethuel, another of Abra- 
bam's Nephews, is — his n *. 
1 : #2 7. a 

— Corinth. v. 16. | 
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py Mani And what is their Couitry, but the 
Aarket of Slavery? Are not their P erſons 


bought g and fold, '3s the meaneſt Commo- 


dties ? Are they not debaſed t6'the moſt rh, 


and harraffed with the tnoſt toil/ome Drudge 


ry! 
made, in the ſtrictly literal Senſe of the . 
Servaits * Servants 0 4 | 


* 
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1 Navy not PTE what NT promiſed to 


make appear, with relation to the Egyptians; 


neither hall I overlook what his Lordihip has 
remonſtrated, from the ſame Quarter. "The 5 
4 Deſcendants of Mitfraim,”” He ſays, & ano- 


. ther of the Sons ol Ham, were the Egyp- 


"tians - And they were ſo far from being 


” Servants of Servants to their Couſins the 
„ Shemites, that theſe were Servants of Ser- 


ce vants to them.“ For a Seaſon, they 
were. But this Servitude was calculated for 
the Good of their Community, and redounded 

to the Glory of their GOD. It terminated 
in ſuch a fignal Deliverance, as brought Honour 
and Opulenee to themſelves," Confuſion and 
Ruin to their Enemies. Does it then follow; 
from this temporary Superiority of the E gyp= 
tians, which ended in ſo diſa U ron a man- 


ner, that they were e in the Denun- 


ciation 


4 


7 No leſs than 150 7. . T have been in- 
formed, are, every Vear, bought for Slaves by the 


Figl n. 
r 112. 


E 


ciation of {the Curſe, or favoured vid an 


Ac of Indemnity? ? 
_ "What ſays the ſupreme Arbiizator 7. The 
© Nation whom they ſerve, will Ljudge = 1 my⸗ 
ſelf will puniſh; not by any human Inftru- 
ments, but by my own immediate Hand. Ac- 
cordingly, they were viſited with the moſt 
- dreadful and deſtructive Plagues. In the laſt 
of which, the Firſt-born, the Flower of their 
ingdom, were cut off; and at length, 7 5 
King, and his whole Army, pe eriſhed in 

Red Sea. Does my Lord make no A 
of theſe moſt terrible and unexampled Judg- 
ments ? 

HBeſides; what was the Candicion of this 
People in the following Ages? If we conſult 
. Ezekiel, He will ot: oof it, as clearly by the 

Spirit of Prophecy, +; as, if he had lived on 
the Spot, and ſeen the Face of Affairs. And 


it came to paſs in the eleventh Year, in the firſt 


Month, in the ſeventh Day of the Month, that 
the Ward of the LORD came unto me, ne ring; ying 3 


Son e, Man, I have broken the Arm e 

King of Egypt; and lu, it ſhall not be 4 
\ 7 be healed, to put a Roller to bind it, to make 
it ſtrong to hold the Sword. will fatter the 
_ Egyptians among the Nations, and will diſperſe 
them through the Countries. Egypt Hall be 
tbe baſeſt 27 Kingdoms, neither alt it exalt 

itſelf any more among the Nations.— And 
. ere 11 * no more a Prince 5 the Land f 


Fey. 


® Gen. xv. 14. | | | 
I Exck, XXX, 20, 21, 23. Mix. 8. XXX. 1155 
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ſage, and aſſert its divine Inſpiration. 


hs 631 3 55 
Egypt. Is not all this confirmed, by anti- 
ent Hiſtory, and by the preſent State of Afri- 


ca From the one We learn, That the Bgyp- 


trans were fubject, firſt to the Perſſans; next 
to the Grecians : then to the Romans; aſter- 
wards to the Arabs. And from the other it 
appears, That they now wear the Turki/b 
Yoke : are governed, not by a Prince of their 
own, but by the Grand Signor and his Ba- 
Nay; let any Perſon look round upon all 
the Countries, peopled by the Progeny of 
Ham; and I am much miſtaken, if He does 
not find them, what the Pſalmiſt deſcribes, 
Dark Places of the Earth, and full of the Ha- 


Bitations of Cruelty: t the Dens of Rapine, 


and the Dungeons of Ignorance: where Slave- 
ry drags the Chain and Tyranny lifts the Scourge. 
——DÞ!nſomuch, that We need not ſcruple to 
fay, in the emphatical Words of Jaſbua; Not 
one Thing has pr of all the Good, or the evil 


Things, which the LORD ſpake by the Mouth 


of Noah, concerning each of his Sons reſpec» 
tively. All are come to paſi, not one Thing has 
Failed. 5 „„ 


x This calls upon me to clear up another Part 


of the Prediction The Blefling pronounc- 


ed upon Sem, and the Enlargement promiſed 
to Japhetb. Which will afford a new Argu- 
ment, to maintain the Authenticity of the Paſ- 

4 oy 


1 ſaid, the Bleding 8 


eaſe 1˙ would not tranſlate the Words * 4 
be th LORD: GOD 4 Shem 3 but Bl:jed | 


2 LORD. GOD: is Shem. This will put 
A LA Contraſt, between the Doom of the 
irteligious Scoffer, and the Reward of filial 


Piety: this is what we naturally expect from a 


; God, who is not unrighteous to forget his Peo- 
ple, and their Labours of Love: this Senſe 
N 2 A Language will very commodiouſſy 
and the Event ſeems te require. For, 

Tor manifeſtly, how eminently, was this be- 
nedictive Sentence fulfilled ! Since, in the Poſte- 
rity of Shem, the Church of GOD was eſta- 
Vlithed, | and his true Worſhip propagated. 
From Him, the Redeemer of Mankind, that 


Bleſſing” W Blefimgs, aeeaeding: to. the F leſh 


Sprung. 


The great E nlargement af Fapheth ' Ter- | 


TFitoeries, is no leſs certain, and no leſs remar- 
kable, He had, for his Poſſeſſion, the Iſles of 
the Sea Weſtward, and the fine extenſive 
Countrics/'near them; Spain, Italy, Greece, 
a thiæ leſt, all Europe, and the vaſt Regions 
towards the North ; Which antiently the Scy- 
f lian, now the Tartars, inhabit; from whom 
"he; 1 7 ons the oc ak of: che new World, 
W 3 


bs? F773 0% Wan. n 
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= 11; 1 | Gen, ix. 26. = abit 6 T nook 


of the very.; lame Import, in the very 1ame Con- 


Truction, are thus rendered by our Tranſlators, 
Deut. xxxiii. 13. and will hardly admit of any other 


Interpretation ; NL Ba MM Na" 2 Bleſfſe 2 OF 
the LOR 2, Ge. 11 | 4 


225 . a. 1 . 


Irc 


1 ! a 


: . 4 0 
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ſeem to be derived, —By Japheth's dwelFng 
in the Tents , of Shem,:is meant The Conver- 
ſion of the European Gentiles to the Goſpel of 


CHRIST. Who, through a long Progreſſion 
of Years, were Aliens from the Common Iealth 
of Iſrael; Strangers to the Covenants. of Pro- 
miſe ; having no Hope of eternal Life; and 


without any ſaving Knowledge of GOD in the 
World. * But were, in due Time perſuaded 


to embrace the true Faith: were made (as the 
Apoſtle elegantly ſpeaks, and in a Strain per- 
fectly correſponding with the Language of our 
Prophecy) Fellow-citizens with the Saints, and 
of the Houſbold of GOD. f An Event, alto- 


gether as undeniable. as it is important, de- 
_ lightful and glotious. n 


3 Upon the whole; I cannot but think that | 


his Lordſhip has planted his Battery, and play'd 
his Artillery, if not like an unſkilful, at leaſt 
like an unſucceſsful, Engineer. He has planted 


his Battery againſt a Place, too well fortified 
to admit of any Impreſſion, and that muſt in- 


fallibly triumph over every Aſſault. He has ſo 


played his Artillery, that it recoils upon Himſelf, 
and cruſhes his own Deſign.— And this, I 
apprehend, will always be the Iſſue, when 
Men even of the fine/ Genius and moſt improu- 
ed Capacities, preſume to attack the Scriptures 


of eternal Truth. 


| be 


| KEphbel. ii, 12. — 5 + Epheſ. l. 19 5 
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by ſhews, that they bear the Stamp———of > 


oo 
7 This: very Paſſage, inſtead of depretiating; 
unſpeakably ennobles, the divine Writings. It 


all-over-ruling Power, which purpoſes, and 

none ſhall diſanul.——of that all. comprehend- 
ing Knowledge, which diſcerns Events, long, 
long before they come into Exiſtence.——And 
let ny unprejudiced Reader judge, what De- 
ree of 1 4 thoſe Books may fairly chal- 


3 les: whoſe leaſt conſiderable, or, in his 


Lordfhp's Opinion, moſt obnoxious Parts, have 
ſuch a Depth and ſuch a Dignity of Wiſ⸗ 
dom |! Such as will be admired er nd, ſo 
Jong as ib1/oric Truth has any Credit, or cm- 
ig ee eee . e 


Shall I treſpaſs upon your Ladyſhip s Pati- 
ence, a little farther ? The Penmen of the 


Old Teſtament, carry all the Marks of the 


moſt diſintereſtad and undeſigning Sincerity. 
They record the Failings of their favourite and 
moſtiilluſtrious Heroes; without concealing the 
 Punifhment," inflicted on ſuch Mlſcarriages. —— 
The uniform Tendency of their Narratives and 
Obſervations is, To promote a Religion the 


| moſt pune, the moſt benevolent, the moſt ele- 
 wated imaginable 3 as remote from all ſelfiſh 
Kims, and every low Art of Colluſion, as the 


Heavens are higher than the Earth. They 
were Men ſingularly ualiſied for their Work; 
being either Eye- wirneſſes of the Facts, they 


relate; or elſe Cotemporaries with the Perſons, 


. N 15 ; or 1 8 more e Gert 
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Facts related, ſome of them had anniverſary 


Solemnities, on which they were commemo- 
rated: Some of them had ſignificant Ceremo- 
mes, by which they were repreſented. They 
were publickly read in the Synagogues, and 
uni ver ſally known through the Nation. It was 
a Duty of Religion, to talt of them by Day, 
to meditate on them by Night, and diligently 


to iaſtruct the Children in them. And were 


not theſe Circumſtances a Security, an inviola- 
Ile Security againſt any Attempt to corrupt, to 
innovate, or alter? 80 that their Writings 
appear with every Character, both internal and 
external, of genuine Truth; and with the moſt 
.unqueſtionable Credentialt, from the GOD of 
Power, and GOD of | Wiſdom. * Conſe- 


quently, they have a Credibility of heir own'; 


ſufficient both to claim, and to ſupport, the 
Faith of an antient Few: - Such as muſt com- 


ali & teh ant pany under io vn blond 
Another very extraordinary Peculiarity in 
theſe Writings; and, to me at leaſt, an undoubt- 
cd Proof, that their Authors were divinely inſpired; 


is, Their pere Agreement, and entire Confiftency 


Throughout Though they were compoſed by 


ferent Men ; placed in_very diferent Stations of 
Life; and flouriſhing in very diſtant Ages of the 
World; Yet, they are as confonant and harmonious, 


as if. they had all. been penned by the /ame Hand. 
Any Thing equal to this, I never ſaw ; never 
heard of; and I believe, the moſt inveterate or 


| moſt ſagacious Adverſaries of the Old Teſtament, 
| Will not attempt to produce a Parallel. 
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| tho: Aﬀent ah every * and bone 
Inquirer, even before the DAG R Diſpenſati- 
on took Place. * 
IF my Lord had duly e to theſe Con 
dural; ; ſurely, He would have expunged 
that hold and raſh Aſſertion, without Chriſti- 
ce anity we have no Obligation to believe the 
Old Teſtament.“ 5 Surely, he would 
never have left behind Him, that unwarrantable 
and injurieus Inſinuation; That the Hebrew 


Original deſerves no better Oredit, than the fa- 


-bulous Story of the Septuagint Tranflation. 
Lor have found any Reaſon to . proteſt, 
«© that He knew of no Rule to go by,” + (in 
ſettling the Degree of Aſſent, due to the ſeve- 
ral Pars of the Old Teſtament) but the Fanci- 
ful Diſtinc sten, which had already been exa- 
mined. He would rather have found Rea- 
ſon; to adopt and ſubſcribe Agur's Conſeſſion of 
Faith. A Man, who was famous in his own, 
who will be famous in every Generation; and 
for this, among other moſt judicious Maxims; 
EVERY word of GOD is pure. 1 Tis all 
Gold, fe 0 Gold, without ary. the Jef Alloy. 
e 


FP rag 94. | 
© | The Story is tolg; pag. $6—=The bed 
„ Wade in a 3 confuſed, and obſcured. Pa- 
N pag. 87. | eee 22454 
REA He e, 
eee den "5; st. Pil bets Adek che fame 


Teltimony, to the whole Order of ſcriptural Writ- 
ings. With regard to their U/, He calls them 


14818 $9 


Oy 


*. 
- ; - 4 N * 

| oF + 4 . s % 5 
3 N PS» : 

92 . a #6 715 3 N 5 
4 . * A — 7 3 4: 
1 
„ 5 3 2 1 


— 


1 3 2 renne 


. 


* 


7 


7... Ei... ad 


rn a bad TE TP 2 . . r „ 
T 9 8 # 9 — . * C 2 * 1 OS l 1 b 
i} * e T5 "Sy i 2 4 IONS. Cog. * . 
* . * « . 7 I 4 + 
: : 5 1 5 
2 2 * * 
= N a s 
— 
: . 5 
. : q 
GE - ARE o 
* 
4 1 þ 
- * 
* . 
. 


5 0 A For my own Part, I freely acknowledge to 
Four Ladyſhip, that I value the ſacred Hiſtory 


even excluſive of its Connection with the 
tranſcendent Glories of CHRIST, and the un- 
fpeakable Benefits of Redemption) on the very 


4 fame Principles, which incline our Connoſ- 


fieurs to value thoſe celebrated Antiques, they 
call Medals fngular. Becauſe, it is ſuppoſed, 
there ts but one of the Sort extant —-Confi- 
dering the private Intereſts, and perſonal At- 
tachments, which are ſo apt to biaſs the human 
Mind; conſidering the imperfect Information, 
and Ignorance of Cauſes, to which all other 
Writers are unavoidably ſubject; I cannot but 
conclude, that the ſacred Hiſtory is, in Point 


of ſtrict, preciſe, univerſal. Veracity, SINGU- 
LAR. There is none other beſides this, no, 


not one in the whole World, that is free from 
all the falſe Colourings of Prejudice ; clouded 


with no Mixture of Uncertainty ; moſt minute- 
ty true; and to be depended on, in every Pars 


ticular. The Sacred Hiſtory, is not only ſeat- 


ed on the Throne of Truth; but, in theſe Ret 


pects, poſſeſſes it without a Rival. 


| Lord Bolingbroke is fond of Davila : || bes 


V 


ri; our Faith and our Holineſs. With regard to 
their Quality, He. ſtyles them («0%Aw) /incere, una- 
d ulterated, pure; without any Mixture of Falſhood, 
or any Tincture of Folly. 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
I He wrote a Hiſtory of the civil Wars of France, 

in fifteen Books; containing all that was remark- 
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Action, and traces up almoſt every eee 


N to it's Source. . Isthis ſo valuable a Qua- Pol 
lification in the Italian? How then ſhould we 1 Y 
Admire the 5/pired Hiſtorians? Who diſcloſe 15 
to us, not the ſecret Meaſures of a Court, but of: 
the unſearchable'Counſels of Heaven: Not the : 9 
little Motives, that actuate the Politician, but St 
the deep Deſigns of the univerſal Sovereign: | g 
And all this, not from precarious Surmiſe, but W 
with the fulle/? Aſſurance. An Excellency ! to a 
Which no other Numa on Earth can wy 1 

. any Claim. 1 i 

| The Scriptures ore Light upon the molt 8 


5 memorable: Tranſactions, that have paſſed in f 
the Heathen World, and are recorded by the | 

 » claffic Autbors.— 
> e ſubdues Kingdoms, and ravages Nati 


rec 
When the Aſſyrian Mo- > 2 
We are apt to think, He is only gratify= Pe 


ing his inſatiable Ambition, - But the Scripture” I 
aſſures us, that He was the Staff in FE HO- "nn 
VAH's Hand, and the Rod of his Indiguation. - 

1 An Inſtrument, made uſe of by the King jy: 
of Kin ngs, to execute his'righteous: Vengeance. 7 f 
. hen Cyrus is habituated to all the noble = 
UH Exetciſes, educated in all the fine Accompliſh- ” 
ments, that form the gallant Prince, and eon- 1 
Aitute the OI General; Xenophon ſees | wm 

| n TEE: 
Ale, from the TRY of. * Ii in 1869. to the | 8 
Peace of Yerwins in 1598. It was originally writ- . ba 
ten in /ta/zan, and tranſlated into Lane 80 Fr WI 

| | Boagoin, Colliers Hits Dia. + 2a 
f kes. 167. 3 I 


* 
* 1 * * 
= 9 
: - . : 
$59) ig 4 EE e 
$I , >, AY *« — 
Ps : ; 3 * 
SE - > 


— : 1 * * 8 
f 8 x 8 
| 4 1 * 2 * 
5 1 * * 
4% 
* 58x 
k > 2 os 14 
1 * * - 
* 2 8 — 4 
. bY A . 
* : - - 
3 "oo ” 
- 2 > — 
bt > 14 * * 


„ 


nothing more, than the Exertion of bin 


Policy. But Iſaiab beholds the all ſuper- ini⸗ 
tending Arm of the LORD, girding thes 
Hero, and preparing Him for the Deliveranoe 
of his People. So that the Scripture-Hiſty- 


ry is itſelf the grandeſt and moſt uſeful; wh Gal | 


its: inter- current Obſervations, - are a Keno 
open the moſt celebrated Affairs, which give: 


On m to en ee 


"F; 
8 


* The wh f ond wa ge” ful,——Thhis' will | 


appear to be more than a bare Aſſertion, if we 
recolle& ; That Here is a Diſplay of that great 
Meffiah, be n the Hope of Iſrael, t and the 


Deſire of all Nations. T A Diſplay of Him, 


in his myſterious Incarnation; 3 his wonderful, 


Perſon; ; and all the gracious, the benign Ma- 


jeſty of his mediatorial Offices. From the ori - 
ginal Promiſe, (made to our firſt Parents): 
through all its progreſſive Evolutions; till He 
ariſes in the New Teſtament, as the only begat- | 
ten of the Father; || with a Luſtre and Digni- 


ty, fuitable to ſo divine a Paifonges.-—Which, 5 
is an Event, of ſuch incomparable Condeſcenti- 


en . and * that all the Pro- 


phets . 


I. xlv. 5. I have DEP” Thee, ehough thou 
Lali not known me. Xenophon's Kups Lada, though 


Written with quite a different View, is a very fine, 


and perhaps the very beſt Comment, on IJſaiab's 

beautiful and expreſſive Phraſe, TN N. 4 
＋ Adds xxviit. 20. 1 9 1 
John 1. 14. 25% | : 
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* 
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N 
OY phets bear Witneſs to its up and the very lk 
b hee to hook into it. 1 . 
Ho then muſt your Ladyſtip be MEE 
to ſeeLordBolingbroke undertaking to aſſign the 
principal Scope of the Moſaic Hiſtory, & (che 
former Part of it at leaſt,) and not enlarging, 
not dwelling upon, no, nor ſo much as mentiun- 
ing, the Redeemer. That all-glorious, all-im- 
portant REDEEMER, who is the Sum and! 
Subſtance of the whole Scriptures: the Alpha 
and Omega in all the in en of GOD. —— 
Of whom Moſes wrote, * and whoſe + 
Abraham ſa w. Whofe Ri ghteouſueſs == | 
preached by Neah, by and his Anal Advent fore- 
told by Enoch. Whoſe Merits, appre- 
hended by Faith, were the Recommendation 
of Se Sacrifice; 5. and the Conſolation of 
Adam, under the Loſs of Immortality, and 
Expulſion f from Paradiſe. From whom ma 
ny, if not all, the Ante-diluvian Patriarehs, 
borrow their Honours; and ſtand upon ever- 
laſting Record, d, chiefly as being in the Number 
of his Progenitors.—— This capital Omiſſion 
3s (to ufe bis Lordſhip's: own Language) „ a 
4 manifeſt Abuſe of acred Hiſtory, and quite 
inexcuſable in a * who knew, or 
| & 9 8 | 25 Dould | 
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4 40, x.” . 1 kes i, f. 4 Pag. 
1899 15S: Mo v. 46. [| John viii. > 
* 2 Pet. ii. 5. It can hardly be doubted, but Noah 

reached the very ſame Righteouſneſs, of which he | 
imfſelf was an Heir: and hat, we are aſſured, Wh 
was the Righteouſneſs of Faith; Heb. xi. 7. Cs 

I Jude xiv. 5 Heb, xi. 4. Gen, ii. 15, 


ee, 


* 4 ould have known,“ | 1 in its moſt cars 


In 5 as well as in its later Feriods, it 1 4 | 


teſtifies of CHRIST. +. 


1  _ © Thus to undertake, and Amen execute, is is 
5 as if ſome Pretender to Anatomy, ſhould engage 
* to explain the Nature of Animal Motion; and 
ki fay not a Word, concerning the Nerves, the 
Y Muſcles, the Heart. Or, as if tome Smatterer 
5 in Geography, ſhould offer to exhibit) a com- 
1 plete Map of our Country; and havin 
4 out of his Plan, the Cities, the Towns, and 
7 the Rivers. Let, this is not the only Inci- 
bo. dent, on which my Lord, however critical in 
1 profane Literature, diſcovers Himſelf to have: 
Ideen very remiſs in the Study, atleaſt very ſu- 
3 n in the Knowledge, of his Bible. 
= From which Hint IT would take Occaſion to 
$ "= ela and with the moſt affectionate Earneſt- 
5 neſs, all that are inclined to diſpute againſt this 
A divine Book, firſt to make themſelves thorough 
1 + acquainted with it. And would they 
5 once ſet about the momentous Work, with a 
* candid, upright, and impartial Mind: Free 
"= from the Faundice of Prejudices ; not blinded 
5 with the Fumes of Self- Conceit; not intori- 
ba. cated with the Cup of vicious Pleaſure: if they 
5 would thus examine the inſpired Volumes, 
. they would ſoon perceive ſuch a lovely Conſtel. 

lation of Truth, of Wiſdom, and o Grace, 
. ſmhining forth from every Page; as muſt turn 
1 their Diſeſteem into * and their A- 
. e on into Delight, | . 


But 


Its us. John v. 39. 


But if they bring with them a Fondneſs.for = 
Fame a haughtySelf-ſufficiency of Spirit; or an 


they are determined to cheriſh, : and will on no 


25 Hopes, of the {/raz/ites. . -In this Caſe, we 


ef GOD is againſt them, their Tempers, and g 
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ignoble Attachment to ſenſual Gratifications: If 


Conſideration divorce, theſe: Sedxcers of the 
| cannot wonder, that the Scriptures ſhould ap- | 
| pear to them, with much the ſame Aſpect, as 
the miraculous Cloud appeared to the Egypti- 
ant. Which threw Darkneſs. on their Paths, 
and ſhed Horrour on their Souls; even while it 
gave Light to the Steps, and Alacrity to the. 


may aſſign a Reaſon for their Oppoſition, from 
the unhappy Circumſtanees recorded of ma- 
#1: + Their Hand, their Tongue, their Pen, is 
againſt the Word of GOD; becauſe, the Word 


their Ways. 3 16 1 hte 
In the ſacred Narrations, we behold the Arm 
of the LORD revealed. Other Hiſtorians ' 
only. gueſs at the Interpoſition of an avenging, = 
or propitious GOD. And, though Comectures 
of this Kind, occur but very rarely, in their 
Works; they are frequently cenſured, as a 
preſumptuous Intruſon upon the Arcana of Hea- 
yen. — But the Pen- men of Scripture, with 


4 | 
t Exod. xiv. 20. It was Chad and Darkneſs 
#0 them, but it gave Light by Night to theſe, 

I Gen. xvi. 12. His Hand will be againſt eve- 
Man, aud cottry Man's Hand againfl Him, 
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wherring Certainty declare; This isthe LORD's 
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Doing : a Stroke from the Sword of his Juſs 
tice, t or a Reward from the Riches of his 


Here we perceive, as in the brighteſt Mir- 


rour, what Practices He favours, and what 
Methods He oppoſes: what Courſes are attended 


with his Bleſſing, and what Behaviour provokes | 
his D:ſþleaſure.— Theſe Records ſet before 


us the moſt Hribing Exemplifications, both of 


the divine Threatnings, and of the divine Pro- 


1 miſes: 
20,——XXV111. 5, 6.—xxix. 8, 9. Sinks 
f | See 2- Chron. x11. 7. — xiii. 15 16, 18. 
| Xiv. 6, 1.2,—xxvi. . —Xxvii. 6. I 


refer to the Chronicles, rather than to the other Parts 


of ſacred Hiſtory, in order to create a % gher E- 
fleem for thoſe excellent Memoirs. Many People, 
I believe, are contentedly ignorant of the Chronicles, 
Becauſe, ſome of the firſt Chapters conſiſt of He- 
brew Names, which are /orbidding, and of genea- 


logical Tables, which are 2 ſe, to the Generality 


luable. But, as you penetrate the Soil, the 


of Readers —— But, rot > re their unpro- 
miſing Introduction, they contain the molt meme» 


fable and momentous Occurrences. They are inter- 


fperſed with the moſt æveighty and e4if7ng Remarks, 
They are worthy of our repeated Peruſal, and will 
amply repay the moſt caręful Attention. ———E 


would compare them to ſome noble Mine, whoſe 


Surface is barren, and ſeems to include nothing va- 

rea- 
ſure opens. The deeper you go, the more Riches 
you find. And, inſtead of regretting the little Toil 


of Application, you are only grieved, that you un- 
dertook the gainful Search no fooner. 
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_ cies. © By which Means, they are admirably. 
well adapted, to inculcate thoſe fundamental 
Leſſons of practical Religion—a continual. Ad- 
 vertence to GOD—a believing Dependence on 
60D. and an habitual Expectation of Suc- 
eit in our Schemes, not merely from any Ad- 
dreſs or Induſtry of our own, but from the 
all · powerful Benediction of GOD,—— Which 
are of all other Precepts, perhaps, the moſt 
ſalutary and beneficial to Mankind. er 
My Remarks would be immoderately prolix, 
were they to enumerate all the Perfections of 
Sacred Hiſtory. I ſhall content myſelf with 
wiſhing, that your LadyChip ny Norm, may 
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' reverence, may love the vH Book of GOD, 
eh in Proportion to its Worth, Then, 
IJ am perſuaded, it will have your - highe/? E- 
ſteem, your profoundeſt Reverence, and moſt 6 
z / ( 0 
Before I conclude, give me Leave, Madam, 1 
to make one Regueſt. Which I make, under t 
; a Senſe of my various Obligations to your La- C 
Þ dyſhip; with all the engaging Acts of your 1 
Condefcention and Generoſity, full in my ' 


View. It ought therefore to be, and really is, i 


expreſſfoe of the moſt unfeigned Thankfulneſs = i 
for your Favours, and of the truz/? Zeal for = 
your Happineſs... It is this That you would 1 

{ 


Carry on a daily Intercourſe, and cultivate a 
| CO AY holy, 


) 


Bo i ora. an. 
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tives.— 
verſaty to blacken the Scriptures, ſerve only to 
. encreaſe their Luftre, For my Part, I never 
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hs 8 if an "ON Ä 4 with the inſpits 
ed Writers, and their ineſtimable Volumes. 


Kad them. Recollect them. Weigh them. 


——Contemplate them, in their magnificent 
Mole; in their beautiful Parts; and their har- 
ne e n LS 


1 ſhould * afraid to > recorumedd; in this 
matt Manner, and to this aſſiduous Peruſal, 
the m/# correct Compolitions, that ever 2 


ceeded from a human Pen. But Here, 
under no Apprehenſion, of your exhauſting 


the Mine, and complaining of Emptineſs : un- 
der no Apprehenſion, leſt the Entertainment 
ſhould atten upon your Taſte, and create 
Diſgu/t. The more We ſearch thoſe Store- 
Houſes of Wiſdom ; the better We underſtand 


thoſe Oracles of Truth; the more they will 


approve themſelves to our Judgment, and be- 


come dearer, ſtill dearer to our Actions. 
The Pages of Scripture, like the Productions 


of Nature, will not only endure the Teſt, but 


Improve upon the Trial. The Application of 


the Microſcope to the one, and a repeated Me- 
ditation on the other, are ſure to diſplay new 
Beauties, and preſent Us with higher Attrac- 
—Nay, the very Attempts of an Ad- 


ſhould have ſeen the Prediction of Noah, riſ 
ing, with Perſpicuity, Propriety and Glory, 
to Obſervation ; 3 had not Lord * 


T3) 


= * X5 * 8 oY mY 4 wu 3 A F 2 Ne 4 4 2 „ 7 5 + 
WES TIS" 2 2 : - o n 2 SS 4 5 - k 2 
7 232 2 r is > 4 1 "Wes - R . cnn A ge! 
; * | 8 EY 9 , ' - FR OE BAS 5 8 


R ale an Bit to everwbelm it wit 'Obje&i- 
; and in it into Diſeredi. 
| . 4 Abe all,. may We ing to this beſt of 
ſenſible of its own. Ignorance and ale; 
yet frequently and chearfully lifted up to GOD, 
for his enlightning and animating Spirit. That, 
by his bleſſed Influence, our Under/ftanding may. 
4 opened to undetſtand the Scriptures, ꝙ and our | 
Hearts opened to receive them: to \inderſtard di 
them, in all the Fulne/5 of their heavenly Mean- 
ing; to receive them, in all the Force of their 
transforming. Power. That, reading the 
1 Aoi Wa _ wombis: * at the awful 
W pr 
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1 An Allufon to the ne in the Title Page, 
Nſerſe. Prafando, pulchrior evenit, COT 
and expreflive of its Meaning, 

Luke * iv. 435. 

Act. xvi. e is the Davbneſ, boch 
the Deprawity of our Minds, that they will not, 


— 


= they cannot, he made =vi/z unte Salvation: even 
w from the Scriptures themſelyes, without the poxver- 
= fel Agency of the bleſſed Spirit. Unleſs 5%, Influ- 
= Luce en/ighren our Underſtanding; and 'app/y the 
4 Doctrines, when underſtood, to our Hearts; We 
5 wall be, even with the Word of Light and Life in 
ö -our Hands, ſomewhat like 6/ind er, ſietlag 


WE. amidſt the Beams: of Day; or like the withered 
with invaluable Treaſures before it. I, 
= J think; Experience: muſt ' acknowledge: this, I 
# am very certain, the Texts referred to, in Concert 
= with many others, evince. | 
0M | t See Ezra x. 2——2 Chron. xi 275. | 
EE. © Where i it might not be amiſs, to cot * 1 
5 per 8 


rer 


1 mod hoy tit SY r F n f 
. "3 ; 2 
* Gy, - 


* 3 


are Yea and Amen in CHRIST 
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| Word ; and- abe ourſelves juſtly Tia 
able, to thoſe terrible Judgments. But at 
the ſame Time believe, that CHRIST has de- 


livered Us from the Curſe of the Law, being 
made a Curſe for Us. F— That, reading the 
Promiſe, We may confeſs Ourſelves unworthy 
of an Intereſt, in ſuch unſpeakable Bleſſings. 
Yet reſt aſſured, that all the Þ, Promi "i of. GOD 

SS: are 
our unqueſtionable Portion, * his Me- 
rits and Atonement; and will certainly be ful- 
filled, through his Interceſſion and Faithful- 
neſs.——Reading the Precepts, let Us rejoyce 


in the Belief, that our Saviour, obedient unto 
Death, has fulfilled them perfectly tor our Juſ- 


tication : that our Saviour, exalted unto 


Heaven, has engaged to put his Spirit within 


Us for our Sanctification; cauſing Us to walk in 
bis Statues, and to keep his Fudgments, and do 
them. 1 Contemplating the various Exam- 
ples, We ute ſome of them, as admonito—-— 

ry. Sea. lar ks, to avoid the Rocks of Sin: uſe 


others, as à conducting Clue, to guide our 
Feet into the way of Peace: uſe all, as fo 


many Incitements, to awaken our Cireumſpees 


tion, or quicken our Diligence, in making our 


eat and Election ſure. 
Thea 


per of trae Believers, and the Behaviour of an it. 
uſtrious Xing, with the Spirit that runs N his 
Lerdiis, s Performance. | 

Gal. iii. 1 3. * 2 Corinth. i. 20. 
. * Evi, 7. | | 


parably more valuable, than any, or every 
other Atteſtation. We ſhall HAVE THE 
WITNESS IN OURSELVES. * We ſhall 
experience, on our own Souls, the happy 
Energy of the Scriptures. They will be the 


1 Inſtrument of working, ſuch a lively Faith in 
CHRIST; ſuch an ardent Love of GOD ; 


fuch a cordial Benevolence for our Fellow-crea- 


Cures; F as cannot fail to exalt our Deſires, 
1 reſine 


ö 7 Of | ROW Wo 
This is what his Lordſhip means, or ought 
to mean, when He ſpeaks of the proper Force 
of Religion; thatForce which ſubdues the Mind, 
« and a,'es. the Conſcience by Conviction,“ pay. 
182. And I am well aſſured, whatever he may 
ſurmiſe to the contrary, that this Yozcher to the 
real Inſpiration of the Scriptures, and divine Ori- 
er; of Chriſtianity, 1, not wanting.” Nay, I 
Aurſt venture to engage, that it never vill be want - 
ing to any Perſon, who ſeeks it with due Attention, 
dad becoming Diligence: and neither forgets, nor 
neglects thoſe neceſſary Preparatives, preſcribed by 
the great Maſter of the Chriſtian School. the 
one comprehended in this Maxim; f any 707 
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| refine our Aae and 4 710 our Temper. 
och as. will adminiſter Comfort under 
_ AMittion, and impart an additional Reliſh to 


Proſperity. Such as will teach Us to order 


our Converſation: right, amidſt all the Snares, 


all the Labyrinths of Time; and gradually 
train Us up, for the pure Bliſs, and conſummate 
Enjo ments of Eternity, 

y THIS Proof, Madam, be written on 
your. Heart-—written in bright and indelible 


Charafters—written by the Finger of the /v- 
ing GOD -The, I am aſſured, every At- 


tempt to ſtagger your Belief, or withdraw your 
Veneration from THE BIBLE ; will be like 
an Attempt, to ſhatter the Rock in Pieces 


with a Bubble, or to pierce the Adamant with 


a Feather. —This is not only the fivcere Hf * 
but, ſo long as Keligion and Gratitude have 


any Place in my Breaſt, it wil alſo be WE tar. 


: 2 Prayer of 
| Your Latinas 8 
much obliged, 
e | and moſt obedient. . 
„ humble — 
April 22d. 
173% . 
| JAMES HERVEY, 


evill do his Wil!, B. frat kent 27 the De&rine; 


abet her it be of GOD. Jobs vii. 17. The other, 


delivered in the following Direction; F any of you 
lack Wiſdom, let Him ak of GOD, "whe giveth ta 
all Men liberally, and N not, and it as 


** Him. Jam. i. 5 
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I Animadverſions, relating to the Genuine- 


Would be entering upon a new Field; which I 
leave open and untbuched, for ſome more able 


ty formidable in the Attack. But I think it 
would be. ſerviceable, as I am perſuaded. it is 


of thoſe Arguments; which Men of ſu- 
perior Abilities are obliged to take up with, 
When they liſt themſelves under the Banner of 
Scepticiſm or Infidelity. It would alfo be a 
Piece of public Juſtice, to enquire into the Sin- 
cerity, Probity, and Confifency of thoſe Wri- 
ters; who, in ſome Places, lay a mighty Stre/5- 
upon the Authority of the New Teſtament ; 
(pag. 94.) in others, endeavour to /ap the ve- 


ry Foundation of its Credibility 3 (pag. x77.) 


— 


£4 4 
% 


2 
\ 
2 
4 


8 N 


” 
* : : 
Ve 
> * 
8 . z bi 12 k 43 7 4 9 ö 8 6 
CERES * 8 ; . & N , * \ 
* $, . f " 
F 4 1 \ AT z L ; 
2 bs r N 
. * 7 72 8 e ; + 5 7 
— * 8 
N . 
"4 1 


- N 
. 24 ; 1 
5 
. 


F 
2 

” 
— — 
2 
* 


. 


* 
k \ 
$7 oy 
8. 


F 
1 1 . 


R 2 * „ * r 1 " 7 
— * 2 bes _— * * * * 9 ob * 9 . * BEE - #5 
7 * . 9 e 9 ee 8 e 1 : 2 — 
, 9 * 4 a x 1 
0 © + c N 0 by 


1 Have taken no Notice of his Lo rdſhip's ö 


a 1 Defender of that invaluable [Depoſitum,— : 
Not that I apprehend, there is any Thing ve- 


_ eaſy, to ſhew the Weakneſs and Unreaſonable- 
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Since the Poſſeript was written, an Inci- 
dent has occurred, which affords me the 


Pleaſure of a of ng the Public —msThat 


Lord Bolingbroke's Objefions to the Au- 


thenticity of the Evangelical Hiſtoriant, 


ill ſhortly receive an Anſwer, from the 


Pen of my learned and judicious Friend, 


the Rev. Mr, WHALLEY of Northamp- 


